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(57) ABSTRACT

A liquid-crystal composition is composed of at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K1) or
(K2) and at least one achiral liquid-crystal component:

K1)
R R0
YA
| El_Hl H— Akl R»
XYM 7 AR
= XH —yH ¢ 7H— gH msz
/X
R R0
K2)
R R0
X A
| Bkl
P XA =Y
El_ p Kl B
75— A ﬁ_mkl R
s SH vkl
X
R R0

(wherein, in formulas (K1) and (K2), R*! is, for example,
alkyl having 1 to 5 carbons, R* is, for example, alkyl having
1 to 20 carbons, ring A** is, for example, 1,4-phenylene, X**
is, for example, a single bond, Y*' is, for example,
—(CH,),—, nis an integer from 0 to 20, Z** is, for example,
a single bond, mk1 is, for example, an integer from 2 to 4,
and nkl and nk2 are, for example, an integer from O to 2).

20 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
OCTAHYDRO BINAPHTHYL-BASED
CHIRAL COMPOUND-CONTAINING
LIQUID-CRYSTAL COMPOSITION AND
OPTICAL ELEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a 371 application of an international
PCT application serial no. PCT/JP2013/083285, filed on
Dec. 12, 2013, which claims the priority benefit of Japan
application no. 2012-274679, filed on Dec. 17, 2012. The
entirety of each of the abovementioned patent applications is
hereby incorporated by reference herein and made a part of
this specification.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a liquid-crystal compo-
sition composed of a chiral compound and an achiral liquid-
crystal component, and a liquid-crystal device using the
liquid-crystal composition.

BACKGROUND ART

In a manner similar to an isotropic phase in a nematic
liquid-crystal material (hereinafter, referred to as “non-
liquid-crystal isotropic phase” in several cases), and also in
a blue phase being one kind of an optically isotropic
liquid-crystal phase, a Kerr effect (An,=KAE* (K: Kerr
coefficient (Kerr constant), A: wavelength)) is observed,
being a phenomenon in which an electric birefringence
value (birefringence value induced upon application of an
electric field to an isotropic medium) Ang is proportional to
a square of electric field E.

Research has been recently conducted actively on a mode
in the electric field is applied in the optically isotropic
liquid-crystal phase, such as the blue phase and a polymer-
stabilized blue phase to exhibit electric birefringence (Patent
literature Nos. 1 to 11, Non-patent literature Nos. 1 to 3).
Further, a proposal has been made on not only application of
the mode to a display device but also application to a
wavelength variable filter utilizing electric birefringence, a
wavefront control element, a liquid-crystal lens, an aberra-
tion correction element, an aperture control element, an
optical head device or the like (Patent literature Nos. 6, 10
and 11).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

. JP 2003-327966 A.
: WO 2005/90520 A.
Patent literature No. 3: JP 2005-336477 A.
Patent literature No. 4: JP 2006-89622 A.

Patent literature No. 1
2
3
4
Patent literature No. 5: JP 2006-299084 A.
6
7
8

Patent literature No.

Patent literature No. 6: WO 2005/080529 A.

Patent literature No. 7: JP 2005-537520 A.

Patent literature No. 8: JP 2006-506477 A.

Patent literature No. 9: JP 2007-503487 A.

Patent literature No. 10: JP 2005-157109 A.

Patent literature No. 11: JP 2006-127707 A.

Patent literature No. 12: U.S. Pat. No. 7,223,450 B.
Patent literature No. 13: JP 2004-250397 A.

Non-patent literature No. 1: Nature Materials, 1, 64, (2002).
Non-patent literature No. 2: Adv. Mater., 17, 96, (2005).
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Non-patent literature No. 3: Journal of the SID, 14, 551,
(2006).

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

The invention is to provide a chiral compound having
large helical twisting power (HTP), a low melting point and
good compatibility with other liquid-crystal compounds;
and a liquid-crystal composition having an optically isotro-
pic liquid-crystal phase composed of the chiral compound
and an achiral liquid-crystal component, and according to
the invention, having a low drive voltage and good storage
stability.

Solution to Problem

An optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition contains
a chiral compound and an achiral liquid-crystal component.
In general, as HTP of the chiral compound is larger, a helical
pitch of a liquid-crystal can be shortened by adding a smaller
amount of the chiral compound to a liquid-crystal compo-
sition. Therefore, an optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase
is exhibited by adding a small amount of the chiral com-
pound, and when the composition is used in the form of an
optical element, an effect such as a decrease in drive voltage
and suppression of precipitation of the chiral compound can
be expected. The reason is that, in the optically isotropic
liquid-crystal composition, the achiral liquid-crystal com-
ponent contributes to the decrease in drive voltage, and a
content of the achiral liquid-crystal component can be
increased by using the chiral compound having large HTP.

Moreover, the chiral compound having a low melting
point and good compatibility results in allowing an improve-
ment in compatibility of the optically isotropic liquid-crystal
composition, and when the composition is used in the form
of the optical element, the optical element can be driven in
a wide temperature range including the low temperature.
Moreover, also upon preparation of the optically isotropic
liquid-crystal composition, time required for dissolution can
be significantly shortened, and therefore the optical device
can be efficiently manufactured, and thus manufacturing
cost can be reduced.

The present inventors have diligently continued to con-
duct research, and as a result, have found that the problem
can be solved by using a 5,5.,6,6',7,7',8,8'-octahydro-1,1'-
bi-2-naphthyl derivative as the chiral compound. The chiral
compound of the invention has features of large HTP, a low
melting point and good compatibility with the liquid-crystal
composition. Specifically, the invention is as described
below.

[1] A liquid-crystal composition composed of at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K1) or
(K2) and at least one achiral liquid-crystal component:

K1

R, 11 R,
X 4
| k1 __~7kl kl__ Akl K
A XM M 78— AF R
k1 __~7kl kl_ Akl K
= | XH—yH— ZH— AM R
X

R R0
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-continued
X2
Ry gy (R
5 N
| / Xkl_Ykl
Zkl_AklmRkZ
= | H ki
A
®RF) g R
(wherein, in formulas (K1) and (K2),

R* is halogen, cyano, —SF. or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in R*! may be replaced by
—0—, —CO0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH— or —C=C—,
and at least one of hydrogen in R** may be replaced by
halogen;

R* is halogen, cyano, —SF, or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in R** may be replaced by
—0—, —CO0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH— or —C=C—,
and at least one of hydrogen in R** may be replaced by
halogen;

ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-diox-
ane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,5-
diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl or 1,4-bicyclo-
(2,2,2)-octylene, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings
may be replaced by halogen;

X* is a single bond, —O—, —CO—, —COO—,
—0CO—, —OCH,—, —CH,0—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—,
—CH—CH—, —CF,CF,—, —CF—CF— or —C=C—,

Y* is a single bond or —(CH,),—, and n is an integer
from 1 to 20;

7" is a single bond or alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
at least one of —CH,— in Z*! may be replaced by —O—,
—CO00—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or
—(C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in Z*' may be
replaced by halogen;

mkl is an integer from 2 to 4; nkl and nk2 are integers
from O to 2; and

when a plurality of R¥!, R?, A¥! AR X* y* | 7F mk1,
nkl or nk2 exist, the plurality may be identical or different
each other).

[2] A liquid-crystal composition composed of at least one
chiral compound selected from compounds represented by
general formulas (K1-1) to (K1-6) and at least one achiral
liquid-crystal component:

(K1-1)
R (R0
$
= O_Ykl_ezkl_Aklﬁz_RkZ
= | O_Ykl_ezkl_Aklﬁz_RkZ
I~

Ry R
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-continued
(K1-2)
R R0
X A
| s O_Ykl_(_zkl_Akl_)3_sz
= | O_Ykl_(_zkl_Akl_)3_Rk2
/X
R R0
(K1-3)
R R0
X A
| g O_Ykl_ezkl_AkI%_RkZ
= | O_Ykl_ezkl_Aklﬁz_RkZ
AN
NN
(R™)nr1 R D2
(K1-4)
R (R0
()
> OJJ_Ykl_eZkl_Aklﬁz_sz
= o yH 7k _ ARl RR2
N
A
NN
(R%)nr1 R D2
(K1-5)
R™)ey (R
X N
| O
y OJJ_Ykl_eZkl_Aklﬁs_sz
= o Y zH_pgRly R
| 3
/ \ (@]
R R p
(K1-6)
R™)ey (R
Ay
> O

| k1 k1 _ Akl .23
z OJJ—Y —tZM—AMy—R

= O_|_|_Yk1_(_zk1_Ak1_)2_Rk2
x \| ©

R)p

A

Ry

(wherein, in formulas (K1-1) to (K1-6),

R* is halogen, cyano, —SFs or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in R*! may be replaced by
—0—,—CO0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH— or —C=C—,
and at least one of hydrogen in R*' may be replaced by
halogen;
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R* is halogen, cyano, —SF, or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in R** may be replaced by
—0—,—CO0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH— or —C=C—,
and at least one of hydrogen in R** may be replaced by
halogen;

ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-diox-
ane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,5-
diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl or 1,4-bicyclo-
(2,2,2)-octylene, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings
may be replaced by halogen;

Y* is a single bond or —(CH,),—, and n is an integer
from 1 to 20;

7" is a single bond or alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
at least one of —CH,— in 7' may be replaced by —O—,
—CO00—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or
—(C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in Z*' may be
replaced by halogen;

nkl and nk2 are an integer from 0 to 2; and

when a plurality of R*', R*2, A®', AF? Y*! 7% nk1 or nk2
exist, the plurality may be identical or different each other).

[3] A liquid-crystal composition composed of at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K2-1) or
(K2-2) and at least one achiral liquid-crystal component:

K2-1)
R )upy (R
~
~N
| . o—YH
ZH—AHy—RR2
2
i | 0—vH
x
ITNX
R )ur1 Rz
(K2-2)
Rz (R0
B
N
| _—0o0—Y!
ZH— AHy—RR2
3
= | o—vH
x
NN
R )ur1 (R

(wherein, in formulas (K2-1) to (K2-2),

R* is halogen, cyano, —SF. or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be
replaced by —O—, —COO—, —OCO—, —CH—CH—or
—(C=C— and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be
replaced by halogen;

R*? is halogen, cyano, —SFs or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be
replaced by —O—, —COO—, —OCO—, —CH—CH—or
—C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be
replaced by halogen;

ring A is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-diox-
ane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,5-
diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl or 1,4-bicyclo-
(2,2,2)-octylene, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings
may be replaced by halogen;
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6

Y* is a single bond or —(CH,),—, and n is an integer
from 1 to 20;

7" is a single bond or alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
at least one of —CH,— in the alkylene may be replaced by
—0—,—C0O0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—
or —C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkylene
may be replaced by halogen;

nkl or nk2 is an integer from 0 to 2; and

when a plurality of R¥!, R*?, A¥! A®2 Y*1 7! nkl or nk2
exist, the plurality may be identical or different each other).

[4] A liquid-crystal composition composed of at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K1-1-1),
(K1-1-2), (K1-2-1), (K1-2-2), (K1-4-1), (K1-4-2), (K1-5-1)
or (K1-5-2) and at least one achiral liquid-crystal compo-
nent:

(K1-1-1)

R gy (R, ®
\ YA —|=
| A —0—(Cly), \ / ZH— AR —RR2
= o_(CHZ)n4<i>7 ZH _ AFl_RR2
| \ | /
ITNX, ®
R )r1 R
(K1-1-2)
R (R,
XY
| / O—(CHZ)n4<:>72“—A“—Rk2
= | O—(CHZ)nOZkl—Akl—RkZ
x
(Rg)nkl \(Rkl)nkZ
(K1-2-1)
R g (R

@

0—(CHy), ZF— AF-RR2
PN\ /

®)

0—(CH,), \ / \ / 7K AKI_RR2
(L) (L)
R gy R
(K1-2-2)
e (R
o, o
N b
R gy R
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-continued
(K1-4-1)

RH
(R ur1 ®

(€]
OJ'I_(CHZ)n \ / Zkl_Akl_RkZ

0 (CH,) ZKI_ AKI_RR2
Tl

F
R R ®
(K1-4-2)
R 1 (R
Rt R
(K1-5-1)
R R0
\ S O —|= —|=
oL CHy), ZH—AF-RR2
A (CH) \ / \ /
o] CHy), ZH— AR -RE2
T 2\
R R0 ® ®
(K1-5-2)
R™)up1 R)up
N 0 2
0 CHy), ZH—pH-RR2
F
Ry R)up ®

(wherein, in the formulas,

R* is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be
replaced by halogen;

R* is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be
replaced by halogen;

ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-diox-
ane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,5-
diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl or pyridine-2,5-diyl, and at least
one of hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by halogen;

n is an integer from 0 to 10;

7" is a single bond, alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
—CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—, —OCF ,—, —C0O0—,
—0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or —C=C—;

nkl or nk?2 is an integer from 0 to 2; and

when a plurality of R*, R*2, A®'| 7' nk1 or nk2 exist,
the plurality may be identical or different each other).

[5] A liquid-crystal composition composed of at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K2-1-1),
(K2-1-2), (K2-2-1), (K2-2-2) or (K2-2-3) and at least one
achiral liquid-crystal component:
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(K2-1-1)
Rt R0
X A
| @
_A—O0—(CHy, s=|=
7k gK_pi2
\ 7/
7 | 0—(CHy),
N
TN
(R)umt R)ur2
(K2-1-2)
Rt R0
X | Y
_A—0o—(Ciy,
7k gK_pi2
7 | 0—(CHy),
X
Rt RNy
(K2-2-1)
e R
\/\
® (3
O—(CHy), —|— =|=
—(CHz)n
\\
Rt RMYp
(K2-2-2)
R R0
X \/\
®
O0—(CH,), —|—
—(CHz)n
\\
Rt R p
(K2-2-3)
(Rkl)nkl (Rkl)nkZ
O—(CHy),
O0—(CH,),
(Rkl)nkl (Rkl)nkZ
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(wherein, in formulas (K2-1-1) to (K2-2-3),

R*! is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be
replaced by halogen;

R*? is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be
replaced by halogen;

ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-diox-
ane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,5-
diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl or pyridine-2,5-diyl, and at least
one of hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by halogen;

n is an integer from 0 to 10;

7" is a single bond, alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
—CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—, —COO—,
—0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or —C=C—;

nkl or nk?2 is an integer from 0 to 2; and when
a plurality of R*', R, A*| 7Z*' nkl or nk2 exist, the
plurality may be identical or different each other).

[6] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of [1] to [5], containing at least one compound represented
by general formula (1-A) is contained in the achiral liquid-
crystal component:

10

15

20

(wherein, in general formula (1-A), R'* is hydrogen or alkyl
having 1 to 20 carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkyl
may be replaced by —O—, —S—, —COO—, —OCO—or
—C=C— but a case where two successive —CH,— are
replaced by —O— is excluded, and at least one of hydrogen
in the alkyl may be replaced by halogen; ring A'*, ring A'?,
ring A'® and ring A'* are independently 1,4-phenylene,
1,3-dioxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydro-
pyran-3,6-diyl,  pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl,
naphthalene-2,6-diyl, bicyclo[2,2,2]octane-1,4-diyl, 1,4-cy-
clohexylene or 2,6,7-trioxabicyclo[2,2,2]octane-1,4-diyl,
and at least one of hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by
halogen; Z', 7', 7' and Z'* are independently a single
bond and alkylene having 1 to 4 carbons, at least one of
—CH,— in the alkylene may be replaced by —O—, —S—,
—COO—, —0OCO—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—,
—CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or —C=C—, and at least one
of hydrogen in the alkylene may be replaced by halogen; L'
and L'? are each independently hydrogen or halogen; X*! is

halogen, —C=N, —N—C—S8, —C=C—C=N, —SF,,
—CHF,, —CF,, —CF,CH,F, —CF,CHF,, —CF,CFj;,
—(CF,);—F, —CF,CHFCF;, —CHFCF,CF;, —(CF,),—
F, —(CF,)s—F, —OCHF,, —OCF,, —OCF,CH,F,
—OCF,CHF,, —OCH,CF;, —OCF,CF;, —O—(CF,);—
F, —OCF,CHFCF,, —OCHFCF,CF;, —O—(CF,),—F,
—O0—(CF,)s—F, —CH=CF,, —CH=—CHCF; or

—CH—CHCF,CF;; and 1 and m are independently O or 1).

[7] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of'[1] to [6], containing a compound represented by general
formula (1-A) in an amount of 50 to 100% by weight in the
achiral liquid-crystal component.
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[8] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of'[1] to [7], containing a compound represented by general
formula (1-A) in an amount of 50 to 100% by weight in the
achiral liquid-crystal component, and further containing at
least one chiral compound selected from compounds repre-
sented by general formulas (K11) to (K15):

(K11)

(K12)

RK+ZK—AK§EXK

N
H

o “H
(K13)
XK_eAK_ZKa — RK
i
0
H3C><
H;C .
3 o) _”’
z XK+AK—ZK >MK RK
(K14)
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-continued
(K15)

RK
XK—QAK—ZKﬁm?RK

(wherein, in formulas (K11) to (K15), R* is independently
hydrogen, halogen, —C=N, —N—C—0, —N—C—S or
alkyl having 1 to 20 carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the
alkyl may be replaced by —O—, —S— —COO—,
—0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—or —C=C—, and
at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be replaced by
halogen;

AX is independently an aromatic 6-membered to 8-mem-
bered ring, nonaromatic 3-membered to 8-membered ring or
a condensed ring having 9 to 20 carbons, at least one of
hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by halogen, alkyl or
haloalkyl each having 1 to 3 carbons, —CH,— in the ring
may be replaced by —O—, —S— or —NH—, and —CH—
may be replaced by —N—;

Y* is independently hydrogen, halogen, alkyl having 1 to
3 carbons, haloalkyl having 1 to 3 carbons, an aromatic
6-membered to 8-membered ring, a nonaromatic 3-mem-
bered to 8-membered ring or a condensed ring having 9 to
20 carbons, at least one of hydrogen in the rings may be
replaced by halogen, alkyl or haloalkyl each having 1 to 3
carbons, —CH,— may be replaced by —O—, —S— or
—NH—, and —CH=— may be replaced by —N—; Z* is
independently a single bond or alkylene having 1 to 8
carbons, but at least one of —CH,— may be replaced by
—0—,—S—,—C00—, —0CO—, —CSO—, —0CS—,
—N—N—, —CH—N—, —N—CH—, —CH—CH—,
—CF—CF— or —C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen
may be replaced by halogen; X* is a single bond, —COO—,
—0CO—, —CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—
or —CH,CH,—; and mK is an integer from 1 to 4.)

[9] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of [1] to [5], containing at least one compound represented
by any one of general formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16) in the
achiral liquid-crystal component:

(1-A-01)
(F) (F) (F)
F F
e VaUas
0 X
) )
)
(1-A-02)

OO X“
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-continued

(1-A-03)

() (F)
F F
DaGas
o) Xl 1
® ®)
®

()

(1-A-04)

F ) F
F

(1-A-05)

(F) )
0 F F
= *ﬂ* D
0 0 xH
(3 ®

(1-A-06)

(F)
0 F ® F
R! { F
oS
"
() "

()

®)

(F)

®)

()

®

()

®

(1-A-07)
F
Xll
(3
(1-A-08)
F
Xll
)
(1-A-09)
F F
F
0 X

)
(1-A-10)
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-continued
(1-A-11)

(F) (F)
0 0 F
SO,
o 0 X
) )
)
(1-A-12)

)
{o 0 (F) F
Rll
7 A UaUa
®
® ®

(1-A-13)

(F)
F F
Lo
o) Xl 1
)
)
(1-A-14)

()
F F
D
[e) Xl 1
®
®

(1-A-15)

()
F F F
Day
el
®
®) ®

(1-A-16)

)
0 F (F) F
R“{ F 0]
0 0 X!
® 0
® ®
(wherein, in formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16), R*! is hydrogen
or alkyl having 1 to 8 carbons, X'! is fluorine, chlorine,
—C=N, —CF,, —CHF,, —CH,F, —OCF;, —OCHF,,
—OCH,F or —C—C—CFj, and (F) represents hydrogen or
fluorine).

[10] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of [1] to [5], containing at least one compound represented
by any one of general formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16) in the
achiral liquid-crystal component, wherein a content of the
compound is 50 to 100% by weight.

[11] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of [1] to [5], containing at least one compound represented
by any one of general formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16) in the
achiral liquid-crystal component, and further containing at
least one compound represented by general formulas (K11)
to (K15) in chiral component K.

[12] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of [1] to [11], wherein a content of the chiral compound is
0.1 to 30% by weight.

()

Y

®

&) ()
RO

®

&) ()

OaW

®

()

Y

Cl

&) ()

Uaw

@ ®

w
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[13] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of [1] to [12], wherein a content of the compound repre-
sented by general formula (1-A) is 50 to 100% by weight in
the achiral liquid-crystal component.

[14] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of [1] to [12], wherein a content of the compound repre-
sented by any one of general formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16)
is 50 to 100% by weight in the achiral liquid-crystal com-
ponent.

[15] The liquid-crystal composition according to any one
of [1] to [14], exhibiting a chiral nematic phase of at least 1°
C. or more in the temperature range of 20 to 70° C., wherein
a helical pitch is 700 nanometers or less at least partially in
the temperature range.

[16] A monomer-liquid-crystal mixture, containing the
optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition according to
any one of [1] to [15] and a polymerizable monomer.

[17] The monomer-liquid-crystal mixture according to
[16], exhibiting a chiral nematic phase of least 1° C. or more
in the temperature range of -20 to 70° C., wherein a helical
pitch is 700 nanometers or less at least partially in the
temperature range.

[18] A polymer-liquid-crystal composite material,
obtained by polymerizing the monomer-liquid-crystal mix-
ture according to [16] or [17], and used in an element driven
in the optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase.

[19] A polymer-liquid-crystal composite material,
obtained by polymerizing the monomer-liquid-crystal mix-
ture according to [16] or [17] in a non-liquid-crystal isotro-
pic phase or an optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase, and
used in an element driven in the optically isotropic liquid-
crystal phase.

[20] A liquid-crystal device, having an electrode arranged
on one side or both sides, a liquid-crystal composition or a
polymer-liquid-crystal composite material arranged between
substrates, and an electric field applying means for applying
an electric field to the liquid-crystal composition or the
polymer-liquid-crystal composite material through the elec-
trode, wherein the polymer-liquid-crystal composite mate-
rial is according to [18] or [19].

[21] The chiral compound, represented by general for-
mula (K1-2-1) or (K1-2-2) according to [4].

[22] The chiral compound represented by general formula
(K1-5-1) or (K1-5-2) according to [4].

[23] The chiral compound represented by general formula
(K2-1-1) or (K2-1-2) according to [5].

[24] The chiral compound represented by any one of
general formulas (K2-2-1) to (K2-2-3) according to [5].

“Liquid-crystal compound” herein is a generic term for a
compound having a liquid-crystal phase such as a nematic
phase or a smectic phase, and a compound having no
liquid-crystal phase but being useful as a component for the
liquid-crystal composition. The liquid-crystal compound,
the liquid-crystal composition and a liquid-crystal display
device may be occasionally abbreviated as “compound,”
“composition” and “device”, respectively.

“Liquid-crystal device” herein is a generic term for a
liquid-crystal display panel and a liquid-crystal display
module. A maximum temperature of the nematic phase is a
phase transition temperature between the nematic phase and
an isotropic phase, and may be occasionally abbreviated
simply as a clearing point or the maximum temperature. A
minimum temperature of the nematic phase may be occa-
sionally abbreviated simply as the minimum temperature.

“Compound represented by formula (1)” herein may be
occasionally abbreviated as “compound (1).” The abbrevia-
tion may also apply to a compound represented by formula
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(2) or the like. In chemical formulas, a symbol A, B or the
like surrounded by a hexagonal shape corresponds to ring
structure A, ring structure B or the like, respectively. “Ring
structure A” and “ring structure B” may be occasionally
abbreviated as “ring A” and “ring B.” “Ring structure”
means a cyclic group, and includes a benzene ring, a
naphthalene ring, a cyclohexene ring, a bicyclooctane ring
and a cyclohexane ring. Here, ring structure containing a
plurality of rings, such as a condensed polycyclic hydrocar-
bon such as a naphthalene ring, and a crosslinked ring
hydrocarbon such as a bicyclooctane ring is also counted as
one in the form of ring structure.

A plurality of identical symbols such as ring A', Y and
B are described in identical or different formulas, and the
plurality each may be identical or different.

“At least one” represents that not only positions but also
the number is arbitrary without including the case where the
number is zero (0). An expression “at least one of A may be
replaced by B, C or D” means inclusion of a case where at
least one of A is replaced by B, a case where at least one of
A is replaced by C, and a case where at least one of A is
replaced by D, and also a case where a plurality of A are
replaced by at least two of B, C and D. For example, alkyl
in which at least one of —CH,— may be replaced by —O—
or —CH—CH— includes alkyl, alkenyl, alkoxy, alkoxy-
alkyl, alkoxyalkenyl and alkenyloxyalkyl. In addition, in the
invention, a case where two successive —CH,— are
replaced by —O— to form —O—O— or the like is not
preferred. Then, a case where a terminal —CH,— in alkyl
is replaced by —O— is also not preferred, either.

Moreover, unless otherwise noted herein, “%” is

expressed in terms of “% by weight.”
Effects of Invention

A liquid-crystal composition composed of a chiral com-
pound and an achiral liquid-crystal component according to
a preferred embodiment of the invention are preferably used
in the form of an optical element. The chiral compound
having large HTP, a low melting point and good compat-
ibility can efficiently prepare an optically isotropic liquid-
crystal composition in a smaller content and in a short period
of time. Moreover, a liquid-crystal phase can be shown in a
wide temperature range including a low temperature.

The liquid-crystal composition, the optically isotropic
liquid-crystal composition and a polymer-liquid-crystal
composite material exhibit a relatively large Kerr coefficient.
More specifically, a relatively low drive voltage is shown.
The optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition and the
polymer-liquid-crystal composite material according to the
preferred embodiment of the invention have a high response
speed. The optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition and
the polymer-liquid-crystal composite material according to
the preferred embodiment of the invention can be used in a
wide temperature range.

Then, the optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition
and the polymer-liquid-crystal composite material according
to the preferred embodiment of the invention can be pref-
erably used in a liquid-crystal display device for a high
speed response or the like based on effects thereof.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a comb-like electrode substrate used in
Examples.
FIG. 2 shows an optical system used in Examples.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

1 Optically Isotropic Liquid-Crystal Composition of
the Invention

A first embodiment of the invention is a liquid-crystal
composition that can be used for a liquid-crystal device
driven in an optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase.

The optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition of the
invention has a compound represented by formula (K1)
described above as a chiral agent and an achiral liquid-
crystal component. Here, chirality of the chiral agent may be
present or absent.

The compound contained in the liquid-crystal composi-
tion of the invention is generally prepared according to a
publicly known method, for example, a method for allowing
necessary components to react under a high temperature.

Moreover, with regard to each element of the compound
constituting the liquid-crystal composition used in the
invention, an analog including an isotopic element can be
used, as long as no significant difference in physical char-
acteristics exists.

1.1 Optically Isotropic Liquid-Crystal Phase

A liquid-crystal composition of the invention contains the
optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase. Here, an expression
“the liquid-crystal composition has optical isotropy” means
that macroscopically, a liquid-crystal molecule sequence
optically shows isotropy because the liquid-crystal molecule
sequence is isotropic, but microscopically, a liquid-crystal-
line order exists.

Then, “optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase” herein
represents a phase exhibiting the optically isotropic liquid-
crystal phase without fluctuation, and for example, a phase
exhibiting a platelet tissue (blue phase in a narrow sense) is
one example thereof.

In general, the blue phase is classified into three kinds
(blue phase 1, blue phase II and blue phase I1I), and all of the
three kinds of blue phases are optically active and isotropic.
Two or more kinds of diffracted light beams due to Bragg
reflection from different lattice planes in the blue phases of
blue phase I and blue phase II are observed.

In the optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition of the
invention, in order to exhibit the optically isotropic liquid-
crystal phase, a helical pitch based on a microscopically
included liquid-crystalline order (hereinafter, simply
referred to as “pitch” in several cases) is preferably 1,000
nanometers or less.

Electric birefringence in the optically isotropic liquid-
crystal phase becomes larger as the pitch becomes longer,
and thus as long as desired optical characteristics (transmit-
tance, diffraction wavelength or the like) are satisfied, the
electric birefringence can be increased by adjusting a kind
and a content of the chiral agent and setting a long pitch.

Moreover, “non-liquid-crystal isotropic phase” herein
means an isotropic phase defined in general, namely, a
disorder phase, and the isotropic phase in which even when
a region whose local order parameter is not zero is formed,
a cause thereof depends on fluctuation. For example, an
isotropic phase exhibited on a high temperature side of the
nematic phase corresponds to the non-liquid-crystal isotro-
pic phase herein. A similar definition is to be applied to a
chiral liquid-crystal herein.
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1.2 Chiral Compound
1.2.1 Chiral Compound (K1) and (K2)
A chiral compound contained in the liquid-crystal com-
position of the invention is a compound represented by
formula (K1) or (K2).

XK1

RP)ey R
A
| El_~Hl H_ Akl R»
P X YO —Z"—-A mR
v Bkl Fl_ Akl R
| XH—yH— 70— AFy—R
/X
Ry R
(K2)
R)p R
A
| - Xk
H_ Akl R»
75— A ﬁ_mkl R
El_Hl
| X Y
A X
Ry R

In formulas (K1) and (K2),

R* is hydrogen, halogen, cyano, —SF. or alkyl having 1
to 5 carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be
replaced by —O— —S— —COO—, —OCO—,
—CH—CH— or —C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in
the alkyl may be replaced by halogen.

Preferred examples include hydrogen or alkyl having 1 to
5 carbons, alkenyl having 1 to 5 carbons and alkynyl having
2 to 5 carbons.

R*? is hydrogen, halogen, cyano, —SF or alkyl having 1
to 20 carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be
replaced by —O— —S— —COO—, —OCO—,
—CH—CH— or —C=C— and at least one of hydrogen in
the alkyl may be replaced by halogen.

Preferred examples include alkyl having 1 to 7 carbons,
alkenyl having 2 to 7 carbons and alkynyl having 2 to 7
carbons.

Ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-diox-
ane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,5-

k1
(R )nkl (Rkl)nkz (F)
& /\ |_

@
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diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl or 1,4-bicyclo-
(2,2,2)-octylene, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings
may be replaced by halogen.

Preferred examples include 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohex-
ylene, 1,4-phenylene in which one or two of hydrogen are
replaced by halogen, or 1,3-dioxane-diyl, and the compound
has large HTP and good compatibility with other liquid-
crystal compounds.

X* is a single bond, —O—, —CO—, —COO—,
—0OCO—, —OCH,—, —CH,0—, —CF,0—, —OCF ,—,
—CH—CH—, —CF,CF,—, —CF—CF— or —C=C—.

Preferred examples include a single bond, —O— or
—OCO—, the compound has large HTP and good compat-
ibility, and the compound has good stability.

Y* is a single bond or —(CH,),—, and n is an integer
from 1 to 20.

Preferred examples include a single bond, —CH,CH,—,
—(CH,),— or —(CH,)s—, and HTP tends to be larger as
n is smaller and compatibility tends to be better as n is larger.

7" is a single bond or alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
at least one of —CH,— in the alkylene may be replaced by
—0—,—C0O0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—
or —C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen may be replaced
by halogen.

Preferred examples include a single bond, —COO—,
—OCO—, alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons, —CH,0—,
—OCH,—, —CF,0— or —OCF,—, and a balance
between HTP and compatibility is good.

Then, mk1 is an integer from 2 to 4. A compound having
mkl of 2 has a low melting point and good compatibility.
Moreover, a compound having mk1 of 3 or 4 tends to have
large HTP.

Then, nkl and nk2 are an integer from 0 to 2. A melting
point tends to be high when nk is 0 and compatibility tends
to be good when nk is 1 or 2.

A compound represented by general formula (K1) tends to
have a higher melting point in comparison with a compound
represented by general formula (K2). Moreover, a com-
pound represented by general formula (K2) tends to have
better compatibility and also slightly larger HIP in compari-
son with a compound represented by general formula (K1).

In addition, in “alkyl” described above, alkyl having 1 to
10 carbons is preferred, and alkyl having 1 to 6 carbons is
further preferred. Specific examples of the alkyl is not
particularly limited, but include methyl, ethyl, propyl, iso-
propyl, n-butyl, s-butyl, t-butyl, pentyl, hexyl and dodeca-
nyl.

Specific examples of a preferred chiral compound include
(K101) to (K130), and (K201) to (K220) described below.

(K101)

@
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R

| AR A
AN/ N/ \ /

=

X

o \\/ \/ \/ .

(R} @ @ @
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-continued
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AT
RE R0
(in formulas (K101) to (K130) and formulas (201) to (220), -continued
R* is hydrogen, halogen, cyano, —SF., alkyl having 1 to — X2

5 carbons in which at least one of hydrogen may be replaced
by halogen, or alkoxy in which at least one of hydrogen may
be replaced by halogen; R*? is hydrogen, halogen, cyano,
—SF5 or alkyl having 1 to 20 carbons;

N
v

n is an integer from 0 to 20; and

nkl and nk2 are an integer from O to 2; 50

partial structure formula (X1) or (X2) in which (F) is
linked to 1,4-phenylene described below is 1,4-phenylene in
which hydrogen may be replaced by one or two of fluorine;
and

when a plurality of R*!, R*?, nkl, nk2, n and partial
structure formula (X1) or (X2) exist, the plurality each may
be identical or different.)
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In general, a content of the chiral agent in the optically
isotropic liquid-crystal composition of the invention is pref-
erably 1 to 20% by weight, and particularly preferably, 1 to
10% by weight. The liquid-crystal composition containing a
chiral component in the range described above easily has the
optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase.

Moreover, when the composition is used in a liquid-
crystal display device, a concentration of the chiral compo-
nent is adjusted, and thus neither diffraction nor reflection is
preferably substantially found in a visible region.

In addition, the chiral compound constituting the chiral
component contained in the liquid-crystal composition may
include one kind or two or more kinds.

1.2.2 Synthesis of Chiral Compounds (K1) and (K2)

Next, synthesis of a compound represented by formula
(K1) or (K2) will be described. Compounds (K1) and (K2)
can be prepared by suitably combining methods in synthetic
organic chemistry. Methods for introducing an objective
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terminal group, ring and bonding group into a starting
material are described in Organic Synthesis (John Wiley &
Sons, Inc.), Organic reactions (John Wiley & Sons, Inc.),
Comprehensive Organic Synthesis (Pergamon Press), New
Experimental Chemistry Course (Shin Jikken Kagaku Koza
in Japanese) (Maruzen Co., Ltd.) and so forth.

A plurality of methods for preparing compounds (K1) and
(K2) exist, and compounds (K1) and (K2) can be appropriate
prepared with referring to Examples herein or books.

First, one example of a method for forming compound
(15) being a common intermediate will be described using a
scheme.

(1) Synthesis of Octahydro-Naphthol Derivative (15)

SoNlios
OH &» / OH .
cegliveg
(Br/) ~ \(Br)

an

5,5',6,6',7,7',8,8"-octahydro
1,1'-bi-2-naphthol

12)

(R

(R¥)

®R™)
(15)

First, one example of the method for forming compound
(15) will be described using the scheme. As chiral compound
(11), both of (S) isomer and (R) isomer are commercially
available. Compound (12) is obtained by acting bromine or
a brominating agent on a compound. On the occasion,
equivalence of bromine to be used is adjusted by the number
of functional groups for use in replacement.

B

(Br)

1) n-BuLi or Mg

protection 2) fluorination

12

(Br) B
13)

P = Me, TIPS, TBDMS, Bn etc

w
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-continued

®

F)

@ )
(15a)
1) protection oP CuCN
oP
(Br) (Br)
13)
P =Me, TIPS, TBDMS, Bn etc
(CN) /(CN) 19 ()
X
X
7 OP  deprotection
7 oP
/X
(CN) (CN) ® ®
(14b) (15b)
(AlkyD) (Alkyl)
$
_
12) Alkyl-X Pd cat / oo
\ \
(AlkyD) (AlkyD)

(150)

0 (i) Case where R* is Fluorine
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Compound (14a) is obtained by protecting compound
(12) using a suitable protective group, and then acting a
fluorinating agent such as n-Buli and N-fluorobenzenesul-
fonimide thereon. Compound (15a) can be obtained by
finally removing the protective group.

(ii) Case where R*! is —CN
Compound (14b) is obtained by protecting compound
(12) using a suitable protective group, and then acting

copper(ll) cyanide or the like thereon. Compound (15b) can
be obtained by finally removing the protective group.

(iii) Case where R*! is Alkyl or Alkenyl

Compound (15¢) can be obtained by acting, in the present
of a base such as potassium carbonate and a palladium
catalyst, alkyl halide or alkenyl halide on compound (12) to
perform a cross-coupling reaction.
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(iv) Method for Preparing Compound (K1) —continued
Compounds (K1) and (K2) can be derived from com- HO TsCl
. . EzN
pound (15) by using compound (15) as a starting compound ZH— AMy—RP .
and combining general organic synthesis techniques. One s "
example is shown below. HO
(18)
DcCC
DMAP 10 TsO (15)
(15) NaOH/DMF
2 HOOC—YH—¢ZH —AH3—— R ——— :>—$Zk1—Akl S R?
(16a) TsO
(19)
15 (Rkl) (Rkl)

Zkl _Akl W RkZ

(RFD (RFD
25 (K2)
®F) R When X*' is —O—, compound (K1) is obtained by
K1) adding a base such as potassium carbonate to compound

(16b) and acting compound (15) the resulting mixture in a
o ) ) 30 solvent such as N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF).
When X** is —OCO—, compound (K1) is obtained by (v) Method for Preparing Compound (K2)
adding N,N'-dicyclohexylcarbodiimide (DCC) and 4-dim-
ethylaminopyridine (DMAP) to compound (16a) and acting

compound (15) the resulting mixture. O O
: M
EtO OEt
KyCOs/ Cul/L-prpline LAH
(15) DMF etc halogen —¢Z¥ — AF 4R
2 halogen— Y¥—7H — A¥l4——R#7
40 an
(16b) HO TsCl
EtzN
Zkl_AkIWRkZ -
HO
(RED (RED 45 18)
TsO (15)
NaOH/DMF
50 ZH— AFy— R
TsO
19)
(RHD (R
k1) 3))
® ® 55
K1)
Zkl_AleRkZ
o) o) 60
EtOMOEt (Rkl) (Rkl)
Cul/L-prpline LAH (K2)
halogen — Z¥! — AFl 4——R” 65

an When X*! is —O—, compound (18) is obtained by adding
a base such as diethyl malonate, copper iodide, L-proline
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and cesium carbonate to compound (17) to obtain a malonic
acid derivative, and then acting a reducing agent such as
lithium aluminum hydride (LAH) thereon. Then, compound
(K2) is obtained by adding a base to compound (19)
obtained by converting compound (18) into a tosyl isomer,
and then acting compound (15) the resulting mixture.

O

-

oxiran-2-ylmethanol NaOH
15

RFD

DccC

Hooc—ar—pi 2 DMAP

@n

(R

(RFD

(RFD

X2)

When X* is —O— and Z*' is —OCO—, compound (20)
is obtained by adding a base to compound (15), and act the
resulting product on an oxirane derivative or the like. Then,
compound (K2) is obtained by adding dicyclohexylcarbo-
diimide (DCC) and dimethylaminopyridine (DMAP) to
compound (21) and acting compound (20) on the resulting
mixture.

Next, one example of a method for forming bonding
group Z*' will be described using a scheme. In the scheme,
MSG, or MSG, is a monovalent organic group having at
least one ring. A plurality of MSG1 (or MSG2) used in the
scheme may be identical or different. Compounds (1A) to
(1K) correspond to compound (K1) or (K2).

(D) Formation of a Single Bond

Pd(PPhs)s, Na,COsaq
MSG!—B(OH), + Hal—MSG, —————»
@1 (22)
MSG!'—MSG?

(1A)

5

—_
<

—_
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-continued
i) n-BiLi,
ii) ZnCl,, Hal —MSG?
iii) PACLy(PPh3)> 22)
MSG!— Hal MSG!—MSG?
23) (1A)
Hal=Br, I

Compound (1A) is prepared by allowing aryl boronic acid
(21) to react, in the presence of an aqueous carbonate
solution and a catalyst such as tetrakis(triphenylphosphine)
palladium, with compound (22) prepared according to a
publicly known method. The compound (1A) is also pre-
pared by allowing compound (23) prepared according to a
publicly known method to react with n-butyllithium and
subsequently with zinc chloride, and further with compound
(22) in the presence of a catalyst such as dichlorobis
(triphenylphosphine)palladium.

(II) Formation of —CF,0— and —OCF,—

0
MSGI% .
Lawesson's reagent
0—MSG?
(1B)
S E F
MSG! MSG!
HEF-Py, NBS
o—Ms¢ — & 0—MSG?

(26) 10

Compound (26) is obtained by treating compound (1B)
with a thiation reagent such as Lawesson’s reagent. Com-
pound (1C) having —CF,0— is prepared by fluorinating
compound (26) with a hydrogen fluoride-pyridine complex
and N-bromosuccinimide (NBS) (refer to M. Kuroboshi et
al., Chem. Lett., 1992, 827). Compound (1C) is also pre-
pared by fluorinating compound (26) with (diethylamino)
sulfur trifluoride (DAST) (refer to W. H. Bunnelle et al., .
Org. Chem. 1990, 55, 768). A compound having —OCF,—
can also be prepared according to the method. The bonding
groups can also be formed according to the method
described in Peer. Kirsch et al., Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2001,
40, 1480.

(IIT) Formation of —CH—CH—

i) n-BuLi,
Hal—MsG? i) DMF
—_—

(23) Hal = Br, I

MSG!
o PPh;"Br, t-BuOK
27
>—MSGl @7
H

(28)
MSG!—CH=CH—MSG?
(1D)

Aldehyde (28) is obtained by treating compound (23) with
n-butyllithium, and then allowing the treated product to
react with formamide such as N,N-dimethylformamide
(DMF). Compound (1D) is prepared by allowing phospho-
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rus ylide generated by treating phosphonium salt (27) pre-
pared according to a publicly known method with a base
such as potassium t-butoxide to react with aldehyde (28). A
cis isomer is generated depending on reaction conditions,
and therefore the cis isomer is isomerized into a trans isomer
according to a publicly known method, when necessary.

(IV) Formation of —(CH,),—

I, Pd/C
MSG!—CH=—CH—MSG?

(D)

MSGI—\_
MSG?

(1E)

Compound (1E) is prepared by hydrogenating compound
(1D) in the presence of a catalyst such as palladium on
carbon.

(V) Formation of —(CH,),—

O,

>—MSG2

H

(28) t-BuOK Hp, Pd-C

MSGI—\_/PthBr-

29

MSGI—\_/—MSG2

(1F)

A compound having —(CH,),— and —CH—CH— is
obtained by using phosphonium salt (29) in place of phos-
phonium salt (27) according to the method described in
section (III) or section (IV). Compound (1F) is prepared by
catalytically hydrogenating the resulting compound.

(V]) Formation of —C=C—

OH
Hﬂ
NaOH
MSG!— Hal 2
PdCly, Cul
(23)
Hal—MSG?
(22
MSG——= MSG!—=——=—MSG?
PdCl,, Cul
(30) 1G)
Hal=Br,I

Compound (30) is obtained by allowing compound (23) to
react with 2-methyl-3-butyn-2-ol in the presence of a cata-
lyst including dichloropalladium and copper halide, and then
performing deprotection under basic conditions. Compound
(1G) is prepared by allowing compound (30) to react with
compound (22) in the presence of a catalyst including
dichloropalladium and copper halide.
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(VID) Formation of —CF—CF—

i) n-BuLi,
i)F F
MSG*—Hal —1 E
23
Hal—MSG?, n-BuLi .
22
MSG? \ @2 MSG? \
F MSG?
F F
31) (1H)
Hal=Br, I
Compound (31) is obtained by treating compound (23)

with n-butyllithium, and then allowing the treated product to
react with tetrafluoroethylene. Compound (1H) is prepared
by treating compound (22) with n-butyllithium, and then
allowing the treated product to react with compound (31).

(VII) Formation of —CH,0O— or —OCH,—

O,

>~MSG2 RERIL Msg? HBr,
H HO/_
(28) (32)
MSG!—OH, K,CO;
@5
/—MSG2 MSG?
Br MSG—O

(33) an

Compound (32) is obtained by reducing compound (28)
with a reducing agent such as sodium boron hydride. Com-
pound (33) is obtained by halogenating compound (32) with
hydrobromic acid or the like. Compound (17J) is prepared by
allowing compound (33) to react with compound (25) in the
presence of potassium carbonate or the like.

(IX) Formation of —(CH,);0— or —O(CH,);—

0
> NaBH,
MSG? ———» E,—]—3 Msg2 HBr

H HO

(28) (34)

MSG!—OH, K,CO;3
(25)

}/—]3—MSG2 ——MSG?
Br MSG,—O

(35) (1K)
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Compound (1K) is prepared by using compound (34) in
place of compound (32) according to the method described
in section (VIII).

(X) Formation of —(CF,),—

According to the method described in “J. Am. Chem.
Soc., 2001, 123, 5414,” a compound having —(CF,),— is
obtained by fluorinating diketone (—COCO—) with sulfur
tetrafluoride in the presence of a hydrogen fluoride catalyst.

1.3 Achiral Liquid-Crystal Component

An achiral liquid-crystal component constituting the lig-
uid-crystal composition or the optically isotropic liquid-
crystal composition according to the invention is a liquid-
crystal composition by preparing one or more kinds of
compounds to exhibit the liquid-crystal phase. An achiral
liquid-crystal component containing one or more kinds of
compounds represented by formula (1-A) is suitable as the
liquid-crystal component used as in the form of the liquid-
crystal device.

1.3.1 Compound (1-A)

15

25

46

Ring A", ring A'?, ring A'® and ring A'* are indepen-
dently 1,4-phenylene, 1,3-dioxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropy-
ran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,6-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl,
naphthalene-2,6-diyl or bicyclo[2,2,2]octane-1,4-diyl, and
at least one of hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by
halogen.

Ring A', ring A'? ring A'® and ring A™ are each
independently preferably 1,4-phenylene in which hydrogen
may be replaced by halogen, 1,3-dioxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahy-
dropyran-2,5-diyl or 1,4-cyclohexylene.

Z'', 7", 7" and Z'* are independently a single bond or
alkylene having 1 to 4 carbons, at least one of —CH,— in
the alkylene may be replaced by —O—, —S—, —COO—,
—0CO0—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—, —CH—CH—,
—CF—CF— or —C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in
the alkylene may be replaced by halogen.

ZM, 7', 7' and Z'* are preferably a single bond,
—CH,CH,—, —CH—CH—, —(C=C—, —CO00—,
—CF,0—, —OCF,—, —CH,0— or —OCH,—, and
above all, a single bond, —COO— or —CF,0O— is pre-
ferred.

Moreover, in the bonds, in a bonding group having a
double bond, such as —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—,

1-4)

Lll
R“Z“le Q 213214 .
! m
L12

In formula (1-A) above, R*! is hydrogen or alkyl having
1 to 20 carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be
replaced by —O—, —S—, —COO—, —OCO— or
—C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be
replaced by halogen.

In such R, alkyl having 1 to 10 carbons and alkenyl
having 2 to 10 carbons are preferred. Alkyl having 2 to 8
carbons and alkenyl having 2 to 8 carbons are further
preferred. A preferred configuration of —CH—CH— in the
alkenyl depends on a position of a double bond. A trans
configuration is preferred in the alkenyl having the double
bond in an odd-numbered position, such as —CH—CHCH,,
—CH—CHC,H,, —CH—CHC,H,, —CH—CHC,H,,
—C,H,CH—CHCH, and —C,H,CH—CHC,H;. Acis con-
figuration is preferred in the alkenyl having the double bond
in an even-numbered position, such as —CH,CH—CHCH,,
—CH,CH—CHC,H; and —CH,CH—CHC,H,. An alk-
enyl compound having the preferred configuration has a
high maximum temperature or a wide temperature range of
the liquid-crystal phase. Detailed explanation is found in
Mol. Cryst. Liq. Cryst., 1985, 131, 109 and Mol. Cryst. Liq.
Cryst., 1985, 131, 327.
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—CH—CH—(CH,),— and —(CH,),—CH—CH—, with
regard to a configuration, trans is preferred to cis.

L' and L'? are each independently hydrogen or halogen.
Above all, L'! and L'? are each independently preferably
hydrogen or fluorine.

X' is halogen, —C=N, —N—C=S, —C=C—C=N,
—SF5;, —CHF,, —CF;, —CF,CH,F, —CF,CHF,,
—CF,CF,, —(CF,);—F, —CF,CHFCF,, —CHFCF,CF;,
—(CF,),—F, —(CF,)s—F, —OCHF,, —OCF;,
—OCF,CH,F, —OCF,CHF,, —OCH,CF,, —OCF,CF;,
—O—(CF,);—F, —OCF,CHFCF;, —OCHFCF,CF;,
—O—(CF,),—F, —O—(CF,)s—F, —CH—CF,,
—CH—CHCF, or —CH—CHCF.,CF;.

Specific examples of preferred X'! include fluorine, chlo-
rine, —C=N, —N—C—S, —CF,, —CHF,, —OCF; and
—OCHTF,. Specific examples of most preferred X'! include
fluorine, chlorine, —C=N, —N—C—S, —CF; and
—OCF,.

Then, 1 and m are independently O or 1.

The compound represented by formula (1-A) above par-
ticularly preferably includes compounds represented by for-
mulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16) below.
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(1-A-01)

) ) )
F F
AR
(6]
® ®

Xll
"
(1-A-03)
(F) (F)
0 F F
L )AL
o) Xll
() ()
"
(1-A-05)
(F) (F)
0 F F
v )
0 0 xH
" "
()
(1-A-07)
F
Xll
"
®
(1-A-09)
(F) ) (F)
F F
L)AL
o) Xll
cl ®
()
(1-A-11)
(F) (F)
0 o} F
SOSU=.
0 0 xi
" "
"
(F) (F) (F) (F)
A )
() () ()
(F) (F) (F) (F)
A )
(3 Cl (3

48
(1-A-02)
() ()
F ® F
AU Uas
Vs
®
® ®
(1-A-04)
)
0 F () F
R! F
A=Vt
®
® ®
(1-A-06)
)
0 F ® F
R“—<: F
IO
®
® ®
(1-A-08)
F
Xll
®
(1-A-10)
) (F) F
0
O
0
® (3 "
(1-A-12)
)
0 O () F
-
IO
®
® ®
(1-A-13)
F F
F
o) Xll
(3
(1-A-14)
F F
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-continued

)

®

)

®

(In formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16), R*! is hydrogen or alkyl
having 1 to 8 carbons, X'! is fluorine, chlorine, —C=N,
—CF,,—CHF,, —CH,F, —OCF,, —OCHF,, —OCH,F or
—C—C—CF;, and (F) is hydrogen or fluorine.)

1.3.2 Properties of Compound (1-A)

A combination of I, m, n and o, a kind of rings A'* to A,
left-terminal group R*?, right-terminal group X**, a group on
a phenylene ring at a terminal and a replacement position
thereof (L** and L.'?), bonding groups Z'* to Z'* and so forth
in compound (1-A) are suitably selected to allow adjustment
of physical properties such as a clearing point, refractive
index anisotropy and dielectric anisotropy of liquid-crystal
component A.

A general relationship between physical properties of
compound (1-A), and a combination of 1 and m, rings A
to A, left-terminal group R'!, right-terminal group X',
bonding groups Z™ to Z'*#, and a kind of L' and L' will be
described below.

In general, as (1+m) is larger, a clearing point of com-
pound (1-A) is higher, and as (I+m) is smaller, a melting
point of compound (1-A) is lower.

In general, as a larger amount of an aromatic ring is
contained in rings A" to A'?, refractive index anisotropy of
compound (1-A) becomes larger. Then, 1,4-phenylene in
which at least one of hydrogen is replaced by halogen,
pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-
diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,6-diyl or 1,3-dioxane-2,5-diyl is
effective in exhibiting large dielectric anisotropy, and a
1,4-cyclohexylene ring or a tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl ring
contributes to exhibition of good compatibility of compound
(1-A).

In general, when R'! has a straight chain, a temperature
range of a liquid-crystal phase of compound (1-A) is wide
and viscosity becomes small. On the other hand, when R*!
has a branched chain, compound (1-A) has good compat-
ibility with other liquid-crystal compounds.

In general, when bonding groups Z'*, Z'2, Z'* and Z'* are

each a single bond, —CH,CH,— —CH—CH—,
—CF,0—, —OCF,—, —CH,0—, —OCH,—,
—CF—CF—, —(CH,);—0—, —O—(CH,);—,
—(CH,),—CF,0—, —OCF,—(CH,),— or —(CH,)4—

viscosity of compound (1-A) is small. Moreover, in general,
when bonding groups Z'*, Z'2, Z*® and Z'* are each a single
bond, —(CH,),—, —CF,0—  —OCF,— or
—CH—CH—, viscosity of compound (1-A) becomes
smaller. In general, when bonding groups Z'*, Z'2, Z** and
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(1-A-15)

F ® F
F o)
o) Xl 1
o
® ®

(1-A-16)

Z' are each —C=C—, refractive index anisotropy of
compound (1-A) is large. In general, when a bonding group
is —COO— or —CF,0—, dielectric anisotropy of com-
pound (1-A) is large. In general, when Z'*, Z'?, 73 and Z'*
are a single bond, —(CH,),—, —CH,0—, —CF,0—,
—OCF,— or —(CH,),—, compound (1-A) is relatively
chemically stable, and hard to cause deterioration.

In general, when X! the refractive index anisotropy or the
dielectric anisotropy is large, the liquid-crystal device of the
invention tends to have a low voltage, and when the vis-
cosity is low, a response speed becomes high.

In general, when X'! is fluorine, chlorine, —C=N,
—N—C—S, —SF,, —CF,, —CHF,, —CH,F, —OCF,,
—OCHF, or —OCHS,F, the dielectric anisotropy of com-
pound (1-A) is large. Moreover, in general, when X'* is
—C=N or —N—C=—S, optical anisotropy of compound
(1-A) is large. When X' is fluorine, —OCF; or alkyl,
compound (1-A) is chemically stable.

In general, when both L'* and L*? are fluorine and X' is
fluorine, chlorine, —C=N, —N—C—S, —SF,, —CF;,
—CHF,, —CH,F, —OCF;, —OCHF, or —OCH,F, the
dielectric anisotropy of compound (1-A) is large. Moreover,
in general, when L' is fluorine and X** is —CF, or —OCF,
both L™ and L'? are fluorine, and when X'! is —CF; or
—OCF,, or when all of L', L' and X are fluorine,
compound (1-A) has a large dielectric anisotropy value and
a wide temperature range of the liquid-crystal phase, and
further, compound (1-A) is chemically stable, and hard to
cause deterioration.

2 Mixture Containing Optically Isotropic
Liquid-Crystal Composition and Polymerizable
Monomer, and Polymer-Liquid-Crystal Composite
Material

A second embodiment of the invention includes a mixture
containing an optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition
and a polymerizable monomer. Moreover, a third embodi-
ment of the invention includes an optically isotropic poly-
mer-liquid-crystal composite material. For example, the
material can be manufactured by performing a polymeriza-
tion reaction in the mixture containing the optically isotropic
liquid-crystal composition and the polymerizable monomer
of the second embodiment of the invention.
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2.1 Polymerization Conditions Upon Manufacture of Poly-
mer-Liquid-Crystal Composite Material

The optically isotropic polymer-liquid-crystal composite
material in the third embodiment of the invention is not
particularly limited, if the composite material contains both
of'a liquid-crystal material and a polymer compound, but the
composite material may be in a state in which the polymer
is partially or wholly not dissolved into the liquid-crystal
material, and in a state in which the polymer is subjected to
phase separation from the liquid-crystal material. The poly-
mer-liquid-crystal composite material of the invention can
also be manufactured by mixing an optically isotropic
liquid-crystal composition and a polymer obtained by being
previously polymerized, but is preferably manufactured by
mixing a low molecular weight monomer, a macromonomer,
an oligomer or the like (hereinafter, collectively referred to
as “monomer or the like”) serving as a material of the
polymer, and the optically isotropic liquid-crystal composi-
tion, and then performing the polymerization reaction in the
resulting mixture.

In the second embodiment of the invention in which the
mixture contains the monomer or the like and the liquid-
crystal composition, the mixture containing the optically
isotropic liquid-crystal composition and the polymerizable
monomer is also referred to as “polymerizable monomer-
liquid-crystal mixture” herein. ‘“Polymerizable monomer-
liquid-crystal mixture” may contain, when necessary, a
polymerization initiator, a curing agent, a catalyst, a stabi-
lizer, a dichroic dye (merocyanine, styryl, azo, azomethine,
azoxy, quinophthalone, anthraquinone, tetrazine dye or the
like), a photochromic compound or the like as described
below within the range in which advantageous effects of the
invention are not adversely affected. For example, the
polymerizable monomer-liquid-crystal mixture of the inven-
tion may contain, when necessary, the polymerization ini-
tiator in an amount of 0.1 to 20 parts by weight based on the
polymerizable monomer.

The polymerization in the mixture is preferably per-
formed in the mixture in the non-liquid-crystal isotropic
phase or the optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase. More
specifically, a polymerization temperature is preferably a
temperature at which the polymer-liquid-crystal composite
material shows high transparency and isotropy. The polym-
erization is further preferably terminated at a temperature at
which the mixture of the monomer and the liquid-crystal
material exhibits the non-liquid-crystal isotropic phase or
the blue phase, and in the non-liquid-crystal isotropic phase
or the optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase. More specifi-
cally, the temperature is preferably adjusted to a level at
which the polymer-liquid-crystal composite material, after
the polymerization, causes no substantial scattering of light
on a side of a wavelength longer than a wavelength of visible
light and an optically isotropic state is exhibited.

2.2 Polymer Raw Material Constituting Composite Material

As a polymer raw material constituting the composite
material of the invention, for example, the low molecular
weight monomer, the macromonomer or the oligomer can be
used, and a polymer raw material monomer herein is used in
the meaning of including the low molecular weight mono-
mer, the macromonomer and the oligomer. Moreover, the
resulting polymer preferably has three-dimensional cross-
linked structure, and therefore a polyfunctional monomer
having two or more polymerizable functional groups is
preferably used as the polymer raw material monomer. The
polymerizable functional group is not particularly limited,
but specific examples include an acryl group, a methacryl
group, a glycidyl group, an epoxy group, an oxetanyl group
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and a vinyl group. From a viewpoint of a rate of polymer-
ization, an acryl group and a methacryl group are preferred.
In the polymer raw material monomer, in a case where a
monomer having two or more polymerizable functional
groups is contained in an amount of 10% by weight or more,
high transparency and isotropy are easily exhibited in the
composite material of the invention, and therefore such a
case is preferred.

Moreover, in order to obtain a preferred composite mate-
rial, a polymer having a mesogen moiety is preferred, and as
the polymer raw material monomer, a raw material mono-
mer having the mesogen moiety can be partially or wholly
used therefor.

2.2.1 Monofunctional or Bifunctional Monomer Having
Mesogen Moiety

A monofunctional or bifunctional monomer having the
mesogen moiety is not particularly limited in structure.
Specific examples increase include a compound represented
by formula (M1) or (M2) below.

RMA_yM_(AM_7M) | AMyM__RME (M1)

RMB__yM_(AM_7M) | AMyM__RME (M2)

In formulas (M1) and (M2), R*? is each independently
hydrogen, halogen, —C=N, —N—C—0, —N—C—S or
alkyl having 1 to 20 carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the
alkyl may be replaced by —O— —S— —CO—,
—CO00—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or
—C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be
replaced by halogen or —C=N.

Preferred R** includes hydrogen, halogen, —C=N,
—CF,, —CF,H, —CFH,, —OCF;, —OCF,H, alkyl having
1 to 20 carbons, alkoxy having 1 to 19 carbons, alkenyl
having 2 to 21 carbons, and alkynyl having 2 to 21 carbons.
Particularly preferred R* includes —C=N, alkyl having 1
to 20 carbons and alkoxy having 1 to 19 carbons. R*Z is
each independently a polymerizable group of group (M3-1)
to group (M3-7).

M3-1)
R4 R?
R4 o—
M3-2)
R4 R?
Rd>_§—
0
(M3-3)
R4 CFs3
Rd>_§—o
0
o (M3-4)
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-continued
(M3-5)
o>7/
Rd
(M3-6)
OC’,
Rd
(M3-7)
R R4
R4 o/
(@)

Here, R¥ in group (M3-1) to group (M3-7) is each inde-
pendently hydrogen, halogen or alkyl having 1 to 5 carbons,
and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may be replaced by
halogen. Preferred R? includes hydrogen, halogen and
methyl. Particularly preferred R? includes hydrogen, fluo-
rine and methyl.

Moreover, group (M3-2), group (M3-3), group (M3-4)
and group (M3-7) are preferably polymerized in radical
polymerization. Group (M3-1), group (M3-5) and group
(M3-6) are preferably polymerized in cationic polymeriza-
tion. All of the polymerization are living polymerization,
and thus the polymerization are initiated if a small amount
of radical or cation active species is generated in a reaction
system. The polymerization initiator can be used for the
purpose of accelerating generation of the active species. For
example, light or heat can be used for generation of the
active species.

In formulas (M1) and (M2), A* is each independently an
aromatic or non-aromatic S-membered ring or 6-membered
ring, or a condensed ring having 9 or more carbons, but
—CH,— in the ring may be replaced by —O—, —S—,
—NH— or —NCH;—, and —CH— in the ring may be
replaced by —N—, and a hydrogen atom on the ring may be
replaced by halogen and alkyl having 1 to 5 carbons or alkyl
halide. Specific examples of preferred A* include 1,4-
cyclohexylene, 1,4-cyclohexenylene, 1,4-phenylene, naph-
thalene-2,6-diyl, tetrahydronaphthalene-2,6-diyl, fluorene-
2,7-diyl or bicyclo[2.2.2]octane-1,4-diyl, at least one of
—CH,— in the ring may be replaced by —O—, at least one
of —CH— may be replaced by —N—, and at least one of
hydrogen in the ring may be replaced by halogen, alkyl
having 1 to 5 carbons or alkyl halide having 1 to 5 carbons.

In consideration of stability of the compound, —CH,—
O—CH,—0O— in which oxygen and oxygen are not adja-
cent to each other is preferred to —CH,—O—0O—CH,— in
which oxygen and oxygen are adjacent to each other.

Above all, specific examples of particularly preferred A*
include 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,4-cyclohexenylene, 1,4-phe-
nylene, 2-fluoro-1,4-phenylene, 2,3-difluoro-1,4-phenylene,
2,5-difluoro-1,4-phenylene, 2,6-difluoro-1,4-phenylene,
2-methyl-1,4-phenylene, 2-trifluoromethyl-1,4-phenylene,
2,3-bis(trifluoromethyl)-1,4-phenylene,  naphthalene-2,6-
diyl, tetrahydronaphthalene-2,6-diyl, fluorene-2,7-diyl,
9-methylfluorene-2,7-diyl, 1,3-dioxane-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,
5-diyl, and pyrimidine-2,5-diyl. In addition, in a configura-
tion of 1,4-cyclohexylene and 1,3-dioxane-2,5-diyl as
described above, trans is preferred to cis.

Then, 2-fluoro-1,4-phenylene is structurally identical with
3-fluoro-1,4-phenylene, and thus the latter is not exempli-
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fied. The above rule is also applied to a relationship between
2,5-diftuoro-1,4-phenylene and 3,6-difluoro-1,4-phenylene,
or the like.

In formulas (M1) and (M2), Y* is each independently a
single bond or alkylene having 1 to 20 carbons, and in the
alkylene, at least one of —CH,— may be replaced by
—0—, —S—, —CH—CH—, —C=C—, —COO— or
—OCO—, but a case where two oxygen atoms are adjacent,
such as —O—0O—, is excluded. Specific examples of pre-
ferred Y™ include a single bond, —(CH,),,—,
—O(CH,),,,— and —(CH,),,O— (in the formulas
described above, m2 is an integer from 1 to 20). Specific
examples of particularly preferred Y* include a single bond,
—(CH,),,,,, —O(CH,),,,,— and —(CH,),,,,O— (in the for-
mulas described above, m2 is an integer from 1 to 10).

In formulas (M1) and (M2), Z* is each independently a
single bond, —(CH,),,;—, —O(CH,),,s;—, —(CH,),,;0—,
—O(CH,),,;0—, —CH—CH—, —C=C—, —CO00—,
—0CO—, —(CF,),—, —(CH,),—CO0—, —OCO—
(CH,),—, —CH—CH—CO0O—, —OCO—CH—CH—,
—C=C—CO00—, —0OCO—C=C—, —CH—CH—
(CH,),—, —(CH,),—CH—CH—, —CF—CF—,
—C=C—CH—CH—, —CH—CH—C=C—, —OCF,—
(CH,),—, (CH,),—CF,0—, —OCF,— or —CF,0— (in
the formulas described above, m3 is an integer from 1 to 20).

Specific examples of preferred Z* include a single bond,

~—(CHy),a— —O(CHy)5— —(CH,),,,s0—,
—CH—CH—, - C=C—, -—COO—, —OCO—,
—(CH,),—CO0—, —OCO—(CH,),—, —CH—=CH

COO—, —0OCO—CH—CH—, —OCF,— and —CF,0—.

In formulas (M1) and (M2), m1 is an integer from 1 to 6.
Specific examples of preferred m1 include an integer from
1 to 3. A formula when ml is 1 represents a bicyclic
compound having two rings such as a 6-membered ring. A
formula when m1 is 2 and 3 represents a tricyclic compound
and a tetracyclic compound, respectively. For example,
when ml is 1, two of A* may be identical or different.
Moreover, for example, when m1 is 2, three of A™ (or two
of Z*) may be identical or different. A same rule applies to
AMor 7 whenml is 3 to 6. A same rule also applies to R*Z,
R? and Y.

Even if compound (M1) represented by formula (M1),
and compound (M2) represented by formula (M2) contain
an isotope such as *H (deuterium) and '*C in an amount
higher than natural abundance, compound (M1) and com-
pound (M2) can be preferably used because such com-
pounds similar characteristics.

Further preferred examples of compound (M1) and com-
pound (M2) include compounds (M1-1) to (M1-41) and
compounds (M2-1) to (M2-27) as represented by formulas
(M1-1) to (M1-41) and (M2-1) to (M2-27) below. In the
compounds, meanings of R¥*, R R 7M AM Y™ and p
are identical with meanings thereof in formula (M1) and
formula (M2) as described in the embodiment of the inven-
tion.

The partial structure below in compounds (M1-1) to
(M1-41) and (M2-1) to (M2-27) will be described. Partial
structure (al) represents 1,4-phenylene in which at least one
of hydrogen is replaced by fluorine. Partial structure (a2)
represents 1,4-phenylene in which at least one of hydrogen
may be replaced by fluorine. Partial structure (a3) represents
1,4-phenylene in which at least one of hydrogen may be
replaced by any one of fluorine or methyl. Partial structure
(a4) represents fluorene in which hydrogen in 9-position
may be replaced by methyl.
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A monomer having no mesogen moiety, a monomer (M1) -continued
having the mesogen moiety. and a polymerizable compound M4-2)
other than (M2) as described above can be used when
® (63 (F)
necessary.
For the purpose of optimizing the optical isotropy of the 45 RME M == oM == Y == VM p B
polymer-liquid-crystal composite material of the invention, \ / \ / \ /
a monomer having the mesogen moiety and three or more J{
polymerizable functional groups can also be used. A pub- Spo
licly known compound can be preferably used as the mono- “ (M4-3)
mer having the mesogen moiety and the three or more
polymerizable functional groups. Specific examples include (f) (f) (f)
(M4-1) to (M4-3), and further specific examples include - - -
compounds described in JP 2000-327632 A, IP 2004- X -V )T gEN\ /0
182949 A and JP 2004-59772 A. However, in (M4-1) to .,
(M4-3), R™2 7M™ Y™ and (F) represent meanings identical RME —yM YM—RME

to the meanings described above.

(M4-1)

60

In addition, “alkyl having 1 to 20 carbons” herein is
preferably alkyl having 1 to 10 carbons, and further prefer-
ably, alkyl having 1 to 6 carbons. Specific examples of the
alkyl are include, but not limited thereto, methyl, ethyl,
propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, s-butyl, t-butyl, pentyl, hexyl and
dodecanyl.

“Alkenyl having 2 to 21 carbons” herein is preferably
alkenyl having 2 to 10 carbons, and further preferably,
alkenyl having 2 to 6 carbons. Specific examples of the
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alkenyl include, but not limited thereto, vinyl, allyl, prope-
nyl, isopropenyl, 2-methyl-1-propenyl, 2-methylallyl and
2-butenyl.

“Alkynyl having 2 to 21 carbons” herein is preferably
alkynyl having 2 to 10 carbons, and further preferably,
alkynyl having 2 to 6 carbons. Specific examples of the
alkynyl include, but not limited thereto, ethynyl, propynyl
and butynyl.

“Alkoxy having 1 to 19 carbons” herein is preferably
alkoxy having 1 to 10 carbons, and further preferably,
alkoxy having 2 to 6 carbons. Specific examples of the
alkoxy include, but not limited thereto ethoxy, propoxy,
butoxy and pentyloxy.

2.2.2 Monomer Having No Mesogen Moiety and Having
Polymerizable Functional Group

Specific examples of the monomer having no mesogen
moiety and having the polymerizable functional group
include straight-chain or branched-chain acrylate having 1 to
30 carbons and straight-chain or branched-chain diacrylate
having 1 to 30 carbons. Specific examples of the monomer
having three or more polymerizable functional groups
include glycerol propoxylate (1PO/OH)triacrylate, pen-
taerythritol propoxylate triacrylate, pentaerythritol triacry-
late, trimethylolpropane ethoxylate triacrylate, trimethylol-
propane propoxylate triacrylate, trimethylolpropane
triacrylate, di(trimethylolpropane)tetraacrylate, pentaeryth-
ritol tetraacrylate, di(pentaerythritol)pentaacrylate and
di(pentaerythritol)hexaacrylate, but the monomer is in no
way limited thereto.

2.3 Polymerization Initiator

The polymerization reaction in manufacture of the poly-
mer constituting the composite material of the invention is
not particularly limited, and for example, photoradical
polymerization, thermal radical polymerization or photoca-
tionic polymerization is performed.

Specific examples of a photoradical polymerization ini-
tiator that can be used in the photoradical polymerization
include DAROCUR (registered trademark) 1173 and 4265
(trade names for all, made by Ciba Specialty Chemicals Inc.)
and IRGACURE (registered trademark) 184, 369, 500, 651,
784, 819, 907, 1300, 1700, 1800, 1850 and 2959 (trade
names for all, made by Ciba Specialty Chemicals Inc.).

Specific examples of a preferred initiator of radical
polymerization by heat that can be used in the thermal
radical polymerization include benzoyl peroxide, diisopro-
pyl peroxydicarbonate, t-butylperoxy-2-ethylhexanoate,
t-butyl peroxypivalate, t-butyl peroxydiisobutyrate, lauroyl
peroxide, dimethyl 2,2'-azobis(isobutyrate) (MAIB), di-t-
butyl peroxide (DTBPO), azobisisobutyronitrile (AIBN)
and azobiscyclohexanecarbonitrile (ACN).

Specific examples of a photocationic polymerization ini-
tiator that can be used in the photocationic polymerization
include diaryliodonium salt (hereinafter, referred to as
“DAS”) and triarylsulfonium salt (hereinafter, referred to as
“TAS™).

Specific examples of DAS include diphenyliodonium
tetrafluoroborate, diphenyliodonium hexafluorophospho-
nate, diphenyliodonium hexafluoroarsenate, diphenyliodo-
nium trifluoromethanesulfonate, diphenyliodonium trifluo-
roacetate, diphenyliodonium p-toluenesulfonate,
diphenyliodonium tetra(pentafluorophenyl)borate,
4-methoxyphenyl  phenyliodonium  tetrafluoroborate,
4-methoxyphenyl phenyliodonium hexafluorophosphonate,
4-methoxyphenyl phenyliodonium hexafluoroarsenate,
4-methoxyphenyl phenyliodonium trifluoro methanesul-
fonate, 4-methoxyphenyl phenyliodonium trifluoroacetate
and 4-methoxyphenyl phenyliodonium-p-toluenesulfonate.
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High sensitivity can be achieved by adding, to DAS, a
photosensitizer such as thioxanthone, phenothiazine, chlo-
rothioxanthone, xanthone, anthracene, diphenylanthracene
and rubrene.

Specific examples of TAS include triphenylsulfonium
tetrafluoroborate, triphenylsulfonium hexafluorophospho-
nate, triphenylsulfonium hexafluoroarsenate, triphenylsulfo-
nium trifltuoromethanesulfonate, triphenylsulfonium trifluo-
roacetate, triphenylsulfonium-p-toluenesulfonate,
triphenylsulfonium tetra(pentafluorophenyl)borate,
4-methoxyphenyl diphenylsulfonium tetrafluoroborate,
4-methoxyphenyl diphenylsulfonium hexafluorophospho-
nate, 4-methoxyphenyl diphenylsulfonium hexafluoroarsen-
ate, 4-methoxyphenyl diphenylsulfonium trifluoromethane-
sulfonate, 4-methoxyphenyl diphenylsulfonium
trifluoroacetate and 4-methoxyphenyl diphenylsulfonium-p-
toluenesulfonate.

Specific examples of trade names of the photocationic
polymerization initiator include Cyracure (registered trade-
mark) UVI-6990, Cyracure UVI-6974 and Cyracure UVI-
6992 (trade names for each, made by UCC), Adekaoptomer
SP-150, SP-152, SP-170 and SP-172 (trade names for each,
(made by ADEKA Corporation), Rhodorsil Photoinitiator
2074 (trade name, made by Rhodia Japan, LTD.), IRGA-
CURE (registered trademark) 250 (trade name, made by
Ciba Specialty Chemicals Inc.) and UV-9380C (trade name,
(made by GE Toshiba Silicones Co., Ltd.).

2.4 Curing Agent or the Like

In manufacture of the polymer constituting the composite
material of the invention, one or two or more kinds of other
preferred components, in other than the monomer or the like
and the polymerization initiator for example, the curing
agent, the catalyst, the stabilizer or the like may be added.

As the curing agent, a conventionally known latent curing
agent that is ordinarily used as the curing agent for an epoxy
resin can be used. Specific examples of the latent curing
agent for the epoxy resin include an amine curing agent, a
novolak resin curing agent, an imidazole curing agent and an
acid anhydride curing agent. Specific examples of the amine
curing agent include aliphatic polyamine such as diethylen-
etriamine, tricthylenetetramine, tetraethylenepentamine,
m-xylenediamine, trimethyl  hexamethylenediamine,
2-methyl pentamethylene diamine and diethylamino pro-
pylamine, alicyclic polyamine such as isophorone diamine,
1,3-bisaminomethylcyclohexane, bis(4-aminocyclohexyl)
methane, norbornene diamine, 1,2-diaminocyclohexane and
laromine, and aromatic polyamine such as diaminodiphe-
nylmethane, diaminodiphenylethane and metaphenylene
diamine.

Specific examples of the novolak resin curing agent
include a phenol novolak resin and a bisphenol novolak
resin. Specific examples of the imidazole curing agent
include 2-methylimidazole, 2-ethylhexylimidazole, 2-phe-
nylimidazole and 1-cyanoethyl-2-phenylimidazolium trim-
ellitate.

Specific examples of the acid anhydride curing agent
include tetrahydrophthalic anhydride, hexahydrophthalic
anhydride, methyltetrahydrophthalic anhydride, methyl-
hexahydrophthalic anhydride, methylcyclohexenetetracar-
boxylic dianhydride, phthalic anhydride, trimellitic anhy-
dride, pyromellitic anhydride and
benzophenonetetracarboxylic dianhydride.

Moreover, a curing accelerator for accelerating a curing
reaction between the curing agent and a polymerizable
compound having glycidyl, epoxy and oxetanyl may be
further used. Specific examples of the curing accelerator
include benzyldimethylamine, tris(dimethylaminomethyl)
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phenol, tertiaryamines such as dimethylcyclohexylamine,
1-cyanoethyl-2-ethyl-4-methylimidazole, imidazoles such
as 2-ethyl-4-methylimidazole, an organophosphorus com-
pound such as triphenylphosphine, quaternaryphosphonium
salts such as tetraphenylphosphonium bromide, diazabicy-
cloalkene such as 1,8-diazabicyclo[5.4.0lundecene-7 and an
organic acid salt thereof, quaternaryammonium salts such as
tetracthylammonium bromide and tetrabutylammonium bro-
mide, boron trifluoride and a boron compound such as
triphenylborate. The curing accelerator can be used alone or
in combination of two or more kinds.

Moreover, for example, in order to prevent unwanted
polymerization in storage, addition of the stabilizer is pre-
ferred. As the stabilizer, all the compounds known to those
skilled in the art can be used. Typified examples of the
stabilizer include 4-ethoxyphenol, hydroquinone and buty-
lated hydroxytoluene (BHT).

The optically isotropic polymer-liquid-crystal composite
material related to a preferred embodiment of the invention
can exhibit the optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase in a
wide temperature range. Moreover, the polymer-liquid-crys-
tal composite material related to the preferred embodiment
of the invention has a significantly high response speed.
Moreover, the polymer-liquid-crystal composite material
related to the preferred embodiment of the invention can be
preferably used for an optical element or the like such as a
display device based on effects thereof.

2.5 Content of Liquid-Crystal Composition or the Like

A content of the liquid-crystal composition in the poly-
mer-liquid-crystal composite material of the invention is
preferably as high as possible it the content is in the range
in which the composite material can exhibit isotropy,
because as the content of the liquid-crystal composition is
higher, an electric birefringence value (Kerr coeflicient) of
the composite material of the invention becomes larger.

In the polymer-liquid-crystal composite material of the
invention, the content of the liquid-crystal composition is
preferably 60 to 99% by weight, further preferably, 60 to
95% by weight, and particularly preferably, 75 to 95% by
weight, based on the composite material. A content of the
polymer is preferably 1 to 40% by weight, further preferably,
3 to 30% by weight, and particularly preferably, 3 to 25% by
weight, based on the composite material.

2.6 Any Other Component

The polymer-liquid-crystal composite material of the
invention may contain, for example, a dichroic dye and a
photochromic compound within the range in which the
advantageous effects of the invention are not adversely
affected.

The invention will be described in more detail by way of
Examples below, but the invention is not limited by the
Examples. In addition, unless otherwise noted, “%” is
expressed in terms of “% by weight.”

3 Liquid-Crystal Device

A fourth embodiment of the invention includes the optical
element driven in the optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase
containing the optically isotropic liquid-crystal composition
or the polymer-liquid-crystal composite material (hereinaf-
ter, the liquid-crystal composition and the polymer-liquid-
crystal composite material are collectively referred to as
“liquid-crystal medium” in several cases).

As shown in FIG. 1, specific examples of structure of the
liquid-crystal display device include structure in which, in
electrodes in a comb electrode substrate, electrode 1
extended from a left-hand side and electrode 2 extended
from a right-hand side are alternately arranged. When a
potential difference exists between electrode 1 and electrode
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2, on the comb electrode substrate as shown in FIG. 1, a state
in which electric fields in two directions, an upper direction
and a lower direction, exist can be provided.
4 Use for Optical Element

A fifth embodiment of the invention includes use, for the
optical element, of the liquid-crystal composition containing
the achiral component containing at least one compound
selected from the group of compounds represented by for-
mula (1-A), and the chiral compound represented by for-
mula (K1) or (K2), and exhibiting the optically isotropic
liquid-crystal phase. The liquid-crystal composition shows a
low drive voltage and a short response time, and therefore is
effective in achieving a low voltage drive and a high speed
response of the optical element.

EXAMPLES

The invention will be further specifically described by
way of Examples below, but the invention is in no way
limited by the Examples.

In Examples herein, 1 represents a non-liquid-crystal
isotropic phase, N represents a nematic phase, N* represents
a chiral nematic phase, BP represents a blue phase, and BPX
represents an optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase in
which diffracted light having two or more colors are not
observed. An I-N phase transition point herein is referred to
as an N-I point in several cases. An [-N* phase transition
point is referred to as an N*-1 point in several cases. An [-BP
phase transition point is referred to as a BP-I point in several
cases.

In Examples herein, unless otherwise noted, measurement
and calculation of values of physical properties or the like
were carried out by the methods described in EIAJ
ED-2521A as the Standard of Electronic Industries Asso-
ciation of Japan.

Specific measuring methods, calculating methods and so
forth other than the methods of measurement of an elastic
constant and dielectric anisotropy and measurement of
refractive index anisotropy above were as described below.
(1) I-N Phase Transition Point (T,,)

A sample was put on a hot plate in a melting point
apparatus equipped with a polarizing microscope, and in a
state of a crossed nicol, the sample was first heated to a
temperature at which the sample was changed to a non-
liquid-crystal isotropic phase, and then cooled at a rate of 1°
C. per minute to allow a chiral nematic phase or an optically
anisotropic phase to completely appear. A phase transition
temperature in a process thereof was measured, and then the
sample was heated at a rate of 1° C. per minute, and a phase
transition temperature in a process thereof was measured.
When discrimination of the phase transition point was
difficult in a dark field under the crossed nicol in the
optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase, a polarizing plate
was shifted by 1 to 10 degrees from the state of the crossed
nicol, and then the phase transition temperature was mea-
sured.

(2) Refractive Index (n|| and nl; Measured at 25° C.)

Measurement was carried out by an Abbe refractometer
with a polarizing plate mounted on an ocular by using light
at a wavelength of 589 nanometers. A surface of a main
prism was rubbed in one direction (rubbing), and then a
sample was added dropwise onto the main prism. A refrac-
tive index (n||) was measured when the direction of polarized
light was parallel to the direction of the rubbing. A refractive
index (nl) was measured when the direction of polarized
light was perpendicular to the direction of the rubbing.
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(3) Pitch (P; Measured at 25° C.; Nm)

A pitch length was measured by using selective reflection
(Handbook of Liquid Crystals (Ekisho Binran, page 196
(Maruzen Co., Ltd., issued in 2000)). In a selective reflection
wavelength A, a relational expression: <n>p/A=1 holds, in
which <n> represents an average refractive index, and is
given by the following formula: <n>={(n|F+n12)/2}"2. The
selective reflection wavelength was measured by a
microspectrophotometer (trade name FE-3000, Otsuka Elec-
tronics Co., [td.). A pitch was determined by dividing the
resulting reflection wavelength by the average refractive
index.

With regard to the pitch of a cholesteric liquid-crystal
having a reflection wavelength in a long wavelength region
or a short wavelength region of visible light, and the
cholesteric liquid-crystal difficult measurement of which
was difficult, the pitch was determined by adding a chiral
compound at a concentration (concentration C') at which a
sample had the selective reflection wavelength in a visible
light region to measure a selective reflection wavelength
(M), and an original selective reflection wavelength (A) was

(6]

(101)

calculated from an original chiral concentration (concentra-
tion C) according to a linear extrapolation method (A=A'x
C/C).

(4) HTP (Helical Twisting Power) (25° C.; um™)

HTP was given by using values of the average refractive
index <n> and the pitch as determined by the method
described above according to the following expression:
HTP=<n>/(A-C), in which A represents a selective reflection
wavelength (nm) and C represents a chiral concentration (%
by weight).

A ratio (percentage) of a component or a liquid-crystal
compound was expressed in terms of weight percentage (%
by weight) based on the total weight of the liquid-crystal
compound. The composition was prepared by measuring a
weight of the component of the liquid-crystal compound or
the like and then by mixing the components. Therefore,
calculation of % by weight of the component is easy.
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Example 1

Synthesis of Compound (K122-S1) of the Invention

(K122-81)

S0
AL~
®)
T~
(6]

(in compound (K122), a compound in which nk1=nk2=0,
n=0 and R**=C,H,.)

Compound (K122-S1) was prepared according to a
scheme described below.

OH
®)
OH

DccC

(102) DMAP

O
Cy4Ho
O
O
CH,
O

(K122-S1)

Under a nitrogen atmosphere, a dichloromethane (5 mL)
solution of compound (102) (0.500 g, 1.70 mmol) was
cooled to 0° C., N,N'-dicyclohexylcarbodiimide (0.770 g,
3.74 mmol), 4-dimethylaminopyridine (0.120 g, 1.02 mmol)
and a carboxylic acid derivative (106) (1.14 g, 3.40 mmol)
were added thereto, and the resulting mixture was stirred at
an ordinary temperature for 8 hours. The resulting reaction
liquid was poured into water and dichloromethane (50 mL)
was added thereto, and the resulting mixture was washed
twice with sodium bicarbonate water, and twice with water,
subsequently concentrated, and then the resulting residue
was isolated and purified by silica gel column chromatog-
raphy (developing solvent: toluene) to obtain compound
(K122-S1) (1.14 g, 1.22 mmol, yield: 71.8%). A melting
point (° C.) of the compound was C 66.4 1.

'"H-NMR (CDCls, ppm): 3 0.909-0.923 (6H, t), 1.03-1.11
(4H, m), 1.23-1.33 (16H, m), 1.44-1.52 (4H, m), 1.64-1.77
(8H, m), 1.87-1.93 (8H, dt), 2.26-2.32 (2H, dt), 2.47-2.54
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(4H, m), 2.70-2.82 (4H, m), 7.05-7.13 (4H, q), 7.29-7.30
(4H, d), 7.52-7.57 (8H, dd), 7.83-7.84 (4H, d).

Example 2

Synthesis of Compound (K122-S2) of the Invention

(K122-82)

(LA OO
T O

(in compound (K122), a compound in which nk1=nk2=0,
n=0 and R®*=C.H,,))

Compound (K122-S2) (0.50 g, 0.521 mmol, yield: 69.5%)
was obtained by using compound (101) of C;H, | in place of
C,H, in an alkyl chain length in a manner similar to
Example 1. A melting point (° C.) of the compound was C
56.4 1.

'"H-NMR (CDCl,, ppm): 8 0.882-0.914 (6H, t), 1.06-1.10
(4H, m), 1.22-1.34 (18H, m), 1.47-1.56 (4H, m), 1.66-1.77
(8H, m), 1.87-1.94 (8H, dt), 2.26-2.32 (2H, dt), 2.48-2.52
(4H, m), 2.69-2.82 (4H, m), 7.07-7.13 (4H, q), 7.28-7.30
(4H, d), 7.52-7.57 (8H, dd), 7.83-7.84 (4H, d).

Example 3

(K121-S1)
F

OO

F F

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

72
(in compound (K121), a compound in which nk1=nk2=0,
n=0 and R**=C,H,.)

Compound (K121-S1) (1.00 g, 1.01 mmol, yield: 57.0%)
was obtained by using compound (101A) described below in
place of compound (101) in a manner similar to Example 1.
A melting point (° C.) of the compound was C 131.4 L.

(101A)
F F

'H-NMR (CDCl,, ppm): § 0.941-0.971 (6H, 1), 1.36-1.44
(4H, m), 1.62-1.79 (12H, m), 2.28-2.34 (2H, dt), 2.49-2.55
(H, db), 2.66-2.69 (4H, 1), 2.72-2.84 (4H, m), 7.10-7.14
(4H, dd), 7.23-7.27 (4H, m), 7.29-7.31 (4H, d), 7.50-7.51
(4H, dd), 7.58-7.60 (4H, dd), 7.88-7.90 (4H, d).

YF.NMR (CDCl,, ppm): & -143.0--143.1 (2F, dd),
-143.2--1433 (2F, dd).

HO

e}

Example 4

Synthesis of Compound (K207-S1) of the Invention

(K207-81)

‘O o
R)
“ O

(in compound (K207), a compound in which nk1=nk2=0,
n=1 and R®*=C.H,,.)

Compound (K207-S1) was prepared according to a
scheme described below.

O
1LDA
CICOOEY/ EtO
THF LAH
CsHyy —_ CsHyy —_—
EtO EtO
6} 6}
(103) (104)
TsCl
Pyridine
e —

HO
HO

(105)
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-continued

TsO
TsO

(106)

®)

(Step 1) Synthesis of Compound (104)

Under a nitrogen atmosphere, a THF (300 mL) solution of
compound (103) (20.0 g, 62.0 mmol) was cooled to -60° C.,
lithium diisopropylamide-THF (1.03 M/L) (67.7 mL, 74.4
mmol) was added dropwise thereto, and the resulting mix-
ture was stirred at a temperature as was for 1 hour. Further,
a THF (20 mL) solution of ethyl chloroformate (8.08 g, 74.4
mmol) was slowly added dropwise thereto in a system at the
temperature as was, and the resulting mixture was stirred for
2 hours while the mixture was gradually returned to room
temperature. The resulting reaction mixture was poured into
water and subjected to extraction with toluene, and the
resulting mixture was washed three times with water and
then an organic phase was vacuumed. The resulting residue
was purified by silica gel column chromatography (devel-
oping solvent: n-heptane/toluene=1/1) to obtain compound
(104) (17.5 g, 44.4 mmol).

(Step 2) Synthesis of Compound (105)

Under a nitrogen atmosphere, a THF (50 mL) solution of
lithium aluminum hydride (LAH) (0.48 g, 12.7 mmol) was
cooled to -10° C., a THF (25 mL) solution of compound
(104) (2.50 g, 6.34 mmol) was slowly added dropwise
thereto, and the resulting mixture was stirred at 0° C. for two
days. Then, a 3N-hydrochloric acid aqueous solution (10
ml) was added dropwise thereto in a system and the
resulting mixture was stirred for 20 minutes, and then the
resulting reaction liquid was subjected to filtration, extrac-
tion twice with ethyl acetate (100 mL), the resulting mixture
was washed three times with water, and an organic phase
was vacuumed and concentrated. The resulting residue was
vacuumed and dried without purification to obtain com-
pound (105) (1.60 g, 5.15 mmol).
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OH
®)
OH

NaOH

(102) Pyridie

(6]
(0]

(K207-S1)

(Step 3) Preparation of Compound (106)

Under a nitrogen atmosphere, a mixed solution of com-
pound (105) (1.60 g, 5.15 mmol), pyridine (2.45 g, 2.58 mL)
and dichloromethane (15 mL) was cooled to 0° C., p-tolu-
enesulfonyl chloride (2.95 g, 15.5 mmol) was slowly added
thereto, and the resulting mixture was stirred at a tempera-
ture as was for 3 hours. The resulting reaction mixture was
poured into water and dichloromethane (50 ml.) was added
thereto, and the resulting mixture was washed three times
with water and then an organic phase was vacuumed and
concentrated. The resulting residue was purified by silica gel
column chromatography (developing solvent: n-heptane/
ethyl acetate=1/1) to obtain compound (106) (2.88 g, 4.65
mmol).

(Step 4) Preparation of Compound (K207-S1)

Under a nitrogen atmosphere, a mixed solution of com-
pound (102) (0.50 g, 1.70 mmol), compound (106) (1.16 g,
1.87 mmol), sodium hydroxide (0.16 g, 3.91 mmol) and
N,N-dimethylformamide (DMF) (10 mL) was heated and
stirred at 100° C. for 4 hours. The resulting reaction mixture
was poured into water, subjected to extraction twice with
ethyl acetate (50 mL), the resulting mixture was washed
three times with water, and then an organic phase was
vacuumed and concentrated. The resulting residue was puri-
fied by silica gel column chromatography (developing sol-
vent: n-heptane/toluene=1/1) and further recrystallization
filtration (solvent: n-heptane/THF=20:1) to obtain com-
pound (K207-S1). A melting point (° C.) of the compound
was C 1452 1.

'"H-NMR (CDCl,, ppm): 3 0.823-0.945 (12H, m), 1.11-
1.15 (5H, m), 1.20-1.32 (7H, m), 1.51-1.53 (1H, m), 1.62-
1.82 (14H, m), 1.96-2.04 (1H, m), 2.21-2.28 (2H, m),
2.46-2.52 (2H, m), 2.75-2.80 (4H, m), 3.73-3.77 (1H, dd),
3.82-3.87 (1H, t), 4.41-4.45 (2H, m), 6.82-6.84 (1H, d),
6.95-6.96 (1H, d), 7.00-7.05 (2H, dd)
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Example 5

(K208-81) °
C,H, CF,0

(6]

®)
(0]
‘O '

(in compound (K208), a compound in which nk1=nk2=0,
n=1 and R®=F)

Compound (K208-S1) (0.300 g, 0.549 mmol, yield:
57.0%) was obtained by using compound (103A) described
below in place of compound (103) in a manner similar to
Example 1. A melting point (° C.) of the compound was C
98.0 1L

(103A)

EtO

'H-NMR (CDCls, ppm): & 1.26-1.33 (4H, m), 1.61-1.88
(13H, m), 2.05-2.08 (1H, m), 2.22-2.27 (2H, m), 2.34-2.39
(1H, m), 2.46-2.51 (2H, m), 2.72-2.79 (4H, m), 3.79-3.83
(1H, dd), 3.86-3.91 (1H, 1), 4.44-4.48 (2H, dd), 6.72-6.78
(2H, dd), 6.84-6.85 (1H, d), 6.96-6.98 (1H, d), 7.02-7.06
(2H, dd).

F.NMR (CDCl,, ppm): & -135.6--135.7 (2F, dd),
-164.8--164.9 (1F, db).

Comparative Example 1

Liquid-crystal composition NLC-A was prepared by mix-
ing liquid-crystal compounds shown in the figure below at
ratios described below.

Liquid-Crystal Composition NLC-A

(1-A-01)

F F F F
ot O O O €0 !
F F F

3.0 wt%
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-continued
(1-A-01)

F F F

o3} i o3}
i

F F
3.0wt%

(1-A-01)

CFs3

{
O
Y

QL

4.0 wt %

(1-A-01)

F F F F
s g Croei
F F F
40wt %
(1-A-01)
F F F F
o O O O CFZOQCF3
F F F
40wt %
(1-A-01)
F F F F
et O O O CFZOQCF3
F F F
40wt %
(1-A-01)
F F F
oo
F F
40wt %
(1-A-01)
F F F
o O O O CFZOQCF3
F F

4.0 wt %
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-continued
(1-A-01)

F F F F
oS eses
F F F
10.0 wt %
(1-A-06)
F F F
O
oo
(@]
F F
15.0 wt %
(1-A-06)
F F F
(0]
e
(@]
F F
15.0 wt %
(1-A-06)
F F F
0]
e
(@]
F F
15.0 wt %
(1-A-05)
F F F
(0]
C5H11{ 0 O CF,0 F
O
F F
5.0 wt %
(1-A-05)
F F F
0]
-
(@]
F F
5.0 wt %
(1-A-05)
F F F
0]
OOy
(@]
F F
5.0 wt %

A phase transition temperature (° C.) of liquid-crystal
composition NLC-A was N 79.7 L.

A melting point (° C.) of comparative compound (ref. 1)
described below was C 153.2 I.
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Next, into liquid-crystal composition NLC-A (97.5% by
weight), comparative compound (ref. 1) (2.50% by weight)
was heated and dissolved at 100° C. to obtain liquid-crystal
composition CLC-Al. On the occasion, a heating time
needed for obtaining liquid-crystal composition CLC-A1 in
which the compound was completely dissolved into the
composition was 6 hours.

A phase transition temperature (° C.) of liquid-crystal
composition CLC-A1 was N* 72.7 BP 73.6 1.

Average refractive index <n> of liquid-crystal composi-
tion CLC-A1 was 1.56, and a selective reflection wavelength
(A) was 428.0 (nm). HTP of compound (ref. 1) was 132
(um™) from the values.

Example 6-1

Into liquid-crystal composition NLC-A (97.5% by
weight), compound (K122-S2) (2.50% by weight) obtained
in Example 2 was heated and dissolved at 100° C. to obtain
liquid-crystal composition CLC-B1. On the occasion, a
heating time needed for obtaining liquid-crystal composition
CLC-B1 in which the compound was completely dissolved
into the composition was 2 minutes. Compound (K122-S2)
was found to show significantly high solubility.

A selective reflection wavelength () of liquid-crystal
composition CLC-B1 was 428.0 (nm). Average refractive
index <n> of liquid-crystal composition NLC-A was 1.56.
HTP of compound (K122-S2) calculated from the values
was 146 (um™).

HTP of compound E1 to compound E7 described in Table
3 on page 11 in JP 2004-250397 A of Patent literature No.
13 were 69 to 77 (um™"), and thus HTP of compound
(K122-S2) was found to be significantly large.

Example 6-2

Into liquid-crystal composition NLC-A (95.2% by
weight), compound (K122-S2) (4.80% by weight) obtained
in Example 2 was completely dissolved by being heated and
stirred at 100° C. for 2 minutes to obtain liquid-crystal
composition CL.C-B2.

A phase transition temperature (° C.) of liquid-crystal
composition CLC-B2 was N* 70.7 BP 73.6 1.

Example 6-3
Preparation of Monomer-Liquid-Crystal Mixture

As a mixture of a liquid-crystal composition and a polym-
erizable monomer, liquid-crystal composition MLC-B2 was
prepared, in which 88.8% by weight of liquid-crystal com-
position CLC-B2, 6.0% by weight of n-dodecylacrylate,
4.8% by weight of 1,4-di(4-(6-(acryloyloxy) dodecyloxy)
benzoyloxy)-2-methylbenzene (LCA-12), and as a photopo-
lymerization initiator, 0.4% by weight of 2,2'-dimethoxy
phenylacetophenone were mixed. A phase transition tem-
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perature (° C.) of liquid-crystal composition ML.C-B2 was
N* 37.8 BP 43.5 BP+1 45.0 I and 1 42.2 BP 36.4 N*.
LCA-12

80

in Example 2 was heated and dissolved at 100° C. to obtain
liquid-crystal composition CLC-C1. On the occasion, a
heating time needed for obtaining liquid-crystal composition

O, O O O
4>—0—<CZH4>12—04®—< >—@—0—<CZH4>12—04<;
_ 5 d _

Example 6-4

Preparation of Polymer-Liquid-Crystal Composite
Material

Liquid-crystal composition MLC-B2 was interposed
between a comb-like electrode and a facing glass substrate
(provided with no electrode) each substrate subjected to no
alignment treatment (cell thickness: 8 pm), and the resulting
cell was heated to a blue phase at 38° C. In the state, the
resulting assembly was irradiated with ultraviolet light (ul-
traviolet light intensity: 23 mWecm™2 (365 nm)) for 1 minute
to perform a polymerization reaction.

Even if the thus obtained polymer-liquid-crystal compos-
ite material (PSBP-B2) was cooled to room temperature, the
material maintained an optically isotropic liquid-crystal
phase.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 1, in electrodes of the
comb-like electrode substrate, electrode 1 extended right-
ward from an electrode part for connection on a left side, and
electrode 2 extended leftward from an electrode part for
connection on a right side were alternately arranged.
Accordingly, when a potential difference exists between
electrode 1 and electrode 2, on the comb-like electrode
substrate as shown in FIG. 1, when attention is focused on
one electrode, a state can be provided in which electric fields
in two directions, an upper direction and a lower direction,
on a drawing exist.

Example 6-5

The cell obtained in Example 6-4 in which polymer-
liquid-crystal composite material PSBP-B2 was interposed
therebetween was set to an optical system shown in FIG. 2,
and an electrooptical characteristics were measured. In FIG.
2, reference sign “3” represent a light source, reference sign
“4” represent a polarizer, reference sign “5” represent a
comb-like electrode cell, reference sign “6” represent an
analyzer, and reference sign ““7” represent a photodetector. A
white light source for a polarizing microscope (ECLIPSE
LV100POL, made by NIKON Corporation) was used as a
light source to adjust an angle incident to the cell to be
perpendicular to a cell face, and the cell was set to the optical
system such that a line direction of a comb-like electrode
formed an angle of 45 degrees to a polarizer and an analyzer,
respectively. A relationship between an applied voltage and
transmittance was investigated at room temperature. When a
rectangular wave having 45 V was applied thereto, the
transmittance became 87% and transmitted light intensity
was saturated. Contrast was 1,474.

Example 7-1

Into liquid-crystal composition NLC-A (97.5% by
weight), compound (K207-S1) (2.50% by weight) obtained
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CLC-C1 in which the compound was completely dissolved
into the composition was 2 minutes.

A selective reflection wavelength () of liquid-crystal
composition CLC-C1 was 430.3 (nm). Average refractive
index <n> of liquid-crystal composition NLC-A was 1.56.
HTP of compound (K207-S1) calculated from the values
was 145 (um™).

Example 7-2

Into liquid-crystal composition NLC-A (95.2% by
weight), compound (K207-S1) (4.80% by weight) obtained
in Example 2 was heated and dissolved at 100° C. for 2
minutes to obtain liquid-crystal composition CLC-C2.

A phase transition temperature (° C.) of liquid-crystal
composition CLC-C2 was N* 63.6 BP 66.0 1.

Example 7-3
Preparation of Monomer-Liquid-Crystal Mixture

As a mixture of a liquid-crystal composition and a polym-
erizable monomer, liquid-crystal composition MLC-C2 was
prepared, in which 88.8% by weight of liquid-crystal com-
position CLC-C2, 6.0% by weight of n-dodecylacrylate and
4.8% by weight of 1,4-di(4-(6-(acryloyloxy)dodecyloxy)
benzoyloxy)-2-methylbenzene (LCA-12), and as a photopo-
lymerization initiator, 0.4% by weight of 2,2'-dimethoxy
phenylacetophenone were mixed. A phase transition tem-
perature (° C.) of liquid-crystal composition ML.C-C2 was
N*40.2 BP 43.5 BP+145.1 Tand I 43.4 I+BP 41.4 BP 37.6
N*.

Example 7-4

Preparation of Polymer-Liquid-Crystal Composite
Material

Liquid-crystal composition MLC-C2 was interposed
between a comb-like electrode substrate and a facing glass
substrate (provided with no electrode) each subjected to no
alignment treatment (cell thickness: 8 pm), and the resulting
cell was heated to a blue phase at 40.4° C. In the state, the
resulting assembly was irradiated with ultraviolet light (ul-
traviolet light intensity: 23 mWcm™2 (365 nm)) for 1 minute
to perform a polymerization reaction.

Even if the thus obtained polymer-liquid-crystal compos-
ite material (PSBP-C2) was cooled to room temperature, the
material maintained an optically isotropic liquid-crystal
phase.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 1, in electrodes of the
comb-like electrode substrate, electrode 1 extended right-
ward from an electrode part for connection on a left side, and
electrode 2 extended leftward from an electrode part for
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connection on a right side were alternately arranged.
Accordingly, when a potential difference exists between
electrode 1 and electrode 2, on the comb-like electrode
substrate as shown in FIG. 1, when attention is focused on
one electrode, a state can be provided in which electric fields
in two directions, an upper direction and a lower direction,
on a drawing exist.

Example 7-5

The cell obtained in Example 7-4 in which polymer-
liquid-crystal composite material PSBP-C2 was interposed
therebetween was set to an optical system shown in FIG. 2,
and an electrooptical characteristics were measured. A white
light source for a polarizing microscope (ECLIPSE
LV100POL, made by NIKON Corporation) was used as a

(1-A-01)

F F F F F F F
F F F F F

5.0wt%

(1-A-01)

10
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light source to adjust an angle incident to the cell to be
perpendicular to a cell face, and the cell was set to the optical
system such that a line direction of a comb-like electrode
formed an angle of 45 degrees to a polarizer and an analyzer,
respectively. A relationship between an applied voltage and
transmittance was investigated at room temperature. When a
rectangular wave having 45 V was applied thereto, the
transmittance became 87% and transmitted light intensity
was saturated. Contrast was 1,912.

Example 8-1
Liquid-crystal composition NLC-D was prepared by mix-
ing liquid-crystal compounds shown in the figure below at

ratios described below.
Liquid-Crystal Composition NLC-D

(1-A-01)

5.0wt%

(1-A-02)

F F F F F F F F
F F F F F

5.0wt %

(1-A-02)

7.5 wt%

(1-A-05)

F F F F F F F
0]
o o O
O
F F F F F

7.5 wt%

(1-A-05)

15.5 wt %

(1-A-05)

F F F F F F
@] (@]
eSSV ey S e Sy Se s
(@] (@]
F F F F

15.5 wt %

12.0 wt %

(1-A-16)

F F F F
(0]
OO
O
F F

12.0 wt %
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-continued

F

F F
o O O o
F

15.0 wt %

A phase transition temperature (° C.) of liquid-crystal
composition NLC-D was N 110.6-111.8 L.

Into liquid-crystal composition NLC-D (97.5% by
weight), compound (K122-S2) (2.50% by weight) obtained
in Example 2 was heated and dissolved at 100° C. to obtain
liquid-crystal composition CLLC-D1. On the occasion, a
heating time needed for obtain liquid-crystal composition
CLC-D1 in which the compound was completely dissolved
into the composition was 2 minutes.

A selective reflection wavelength (A) of liquid-crystal
composition CLC-D1 was 457.5 (nm). Average refractive
index <n> of liquid-crystal composition NLC-D was 1.51.
HTP of compound (K122-S2) calculated from the values
was 137 (um™").

Example 8-2

Into liquid-crystal composition NLC-D (94.8% by
weight), compound (K122-S2) (5.20% by weight) obtained
in Example 2 was heated and dissolved at 100° C. for 5
minutes to obtain liquid-crystal composition CLC-D2. A
phase transition temperature (° C.) of liquid-crystal compo-
sition CLC-D2 was N* 101.3 to 101.6 BP 103.1 BP+I 104.5
L

Example 8-3
Preparation of Monomer-Liquid-Crystal Mixture

As a mixture of a liquid-crystal composition and a polym-
erizable monomer, liquid-crystal composition MLC-D2 was
prepared, in which 88.4% by weight of liquid-crystal com-
position CLC-D2, 6.2% by weight of n-dodecylacrylate and
5.0% by weight of 1,4-di(4-(6-(acryloyloxy)dodecyloxy)
benzoyloxy)-2-methylbenzene (LCA-12), and as a photopo-
lymerization initiator, 0.4% by weight of 2,2'-dimethoxy
phenylacetophenone were mixed. A phase transition tem-
perature (° C.) of liquid-crystal composition ML.C-D2 was
N* 67.5 to 68.1 BP 72.5 BP+I 73.4 Tand I 72.4 65.9 N*.

Example 8-4

Preparation of Polymer-Liquid-Crystal Composite
Material

Liquid-crystal composition MLC-D2 was interposed
between a comb-like electrode substrate and a facing glass
substrate (provided with no electrode) each subjected to no
alignment treatment (cell thickness: 8 pm), and the resulting
cell was heated to a blue phase at 68.0° C. In the state, the
resulting assembly was irradiated with ultraviolet light (ul-
traviolet light intensity: 23 mWem™2 (365 nm)) for 1 minute
to perform a polymerization reaction.
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(1-A-02)
F

Even if the thus obtained polymer-liquid-crystal compos-
ite material (PSBP-D2) was cooled to room temperature, the
material maintained an optically isotropic liquid-crystal
phase.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 1, in electrodes of the
comb-like electrode substrate, electrode 1 extended right-
ward from an electrode part for connection on a left side, and
electrode 2 extended leftward from an electrode part for
connection on a right side were alternately arranged.
Accordingly, when a potential difference exists between
electrode 1 and electrode 2, on the comb-like electrode
substrate as shown in FIG. 1, when attention is focused on
one electrode, a state can be provided in which electric fields
in two directions, an upper direction and a lower direction,
on a drawing exist.

Example 8-5

The cell obtained in Example 8-4 in which polymer-
liquid-crystal composite material PSBP-D2 was interposed
therebetween was set to an optical system shown in FIG. 2,
and an electrooptical characteristics were measured. A white
light source for a polarizing microscope (ECLIPSE
LV100POL, made by NIKON Corporation) was used as a
light source to adjust an angle incident to the cell to be
perpendicular to a cell face, and the cell was set to the optical
system such that a line direction of a comb-like electrode
formed an angle of 45 degrees to a polarizer and an analyzer
polarizing plate, respectively. A relationship between an
applied voltage and transmittance was investigated at room
temperature. When a rectangular wave having 45 V was
applied thereto, the transmittance became 89% and trans-
mitted light intensity was saturated. Contrast was 1,107.

As described above, the chiral compound of the invention
has features of large HTP, a low melting point and good
compatibility with the liquid-crystal composition. The opti-
cal element in which the chiral compound of the invention
is used has a high maximum temperature in the liquid-
crystal phase and high contrast to allow a low voltage drive,
and has high contrast, and is superior to the device according
to a conventional technology.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

Specific examples of a method for utilizing the invention
include an optical element such as a display device in which
a polymer-liquid-crystal composite is used.

1: Electrode 1

2: Electrode 2

3: Light source

4: Polarizer

5: Comb-like electrode cell
6: Analyzer

7: Photodetector
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What is claimed is:
1. A liquid-crystal composition, comprising at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K1) or
(K2) and at least one achiral liquid-crystal component:

XK1

RM)upy (R
Rl R
(K2)
RM)upy (R
Xk — k1
K ARl 2
V4 A ﬁ_mkS R
Xk — gkl
RM) e RM)p

wherein, in formulas (K1) and (K2),

R*! is halogen, cyano, —SF; or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in R*' may be
replaced by —O—, and at least one of hydrogen in
R*! may be replaced by halogen;

R*? is halogen, cyano, —SF; or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in R** may be
replaced by —O—, and at least one of hydrogen in
R*? may be replaced by halogen;

ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-di-
oxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahy-
dropyran-3,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,
5-diyl or 1,4-bicyclo-(2,2,2)-octylene, and at least

one of hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by
halogen;

X* is a single bond, —O—, —CO—, —COO—,
—0C0O—, —OCH,—, —CH,0—, —CF,0—,
—OCF,—, —CH—CH—, —CF,CF,—,

—CF=CF— or —C=C—;

Y* is a single bond or —(CH,),—, and n is an integer
from 1 to 20;

7" is a single bond or alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
at least one of —CH,— in Z*! may be replaced by
—0—, —CO0—, —0OCO—, —CH—CH—,
—CF—CF— or —C=C—, and at least one of
hydrogen in Z** may be replaced by halogen;

mkl is an integer from 2 to 4; nk1 and nk2 is an integer
from 0 to 2; and

when a plurality of R*', R¥?, A*'| A% X Y* 7% mkl,
nkl or nk2 exist, the plurality may be identical or different
each other.
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2. A liquid-crystal composition, comprising at least one
chiral compound selected from compounds represented by
general formulas (K1-1) to (K1-6) and at least one achiral
liquid-crystal component:

(K1-1)

R R
AN
| = O—YH—¢7H — AM3—RE
s | O—YH —7H— Ay RE
/X
R R
(K1-2)
R R,
VAN
| - O—YH—¢7ZH — AH 35— RP
=z | O—YH—-7H— AH R
A X
Ry R
(K1-3)
R R0
~
R R
(K1-4)
R

(Rkl)nkZ

\ SA 0

| / [e) Ykl _(_2k1 _Akl 32 RkZ

Z | O—|-|—Yk1—(— ZH— AH3 22
N 0

R

/-

Ry
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-continued
(K1-5)

(Ri)nkl R,
\/\ o

/ fo) | Ykl_(_zkl_Akl 3 < RkZ

/ | O_|_|_Yk1_(_zkl_Ak1_)3_Rk2
/ \ \ ) (@]
Ry Rz
(K1-6)
RH
(Rt RM),0r
O
o J.l_Ykl —7H— AM SRR
o YH e 7Hl — AFl R 2
| 2
(@]
®¥), Rz

wherein, in formulas (K1-1) to (K1-6),

R* is halogen, cyano, —SF, or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in R*' may be
replaced by —O—, and at least one of hydrogen in
R*! may be replaced by halogen;

R*? is halogen, cyano, —SF; or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in R** may be
replaced by —O—, and at least one of hydrogen in
R*? may be replaced by halogen;

ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-di-
oxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahy-
dropyran-3,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,
5-diyl or 1,4-bicyclo-(2,2,2)-octylene, and at least
one of hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by
halogen;

Y* is a single bond or —(CH,),—, and n is an integer
from 1 to 20;

7" is a single bond or alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
at least one of —CH,— in Z** may be replaced by
—0—, —CO00—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—,
—CF—CF— or —C=C— and at least one of
hydrogen in Z*' may be replaced by halogen;

nkl and nk2 are an integer from O to 2; and

when a plurality of R¥!, R*2, AF! AF2 Y* 7% nkl or
nk?2 exist, the plurality may be identical or different
each other.

3. A liquid-crystal composition, comprising at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K2-1) or
(K2-2) and at least one achiral liquid-crystal component:
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(K2-1)

Ry (R

/| ﬁz_ RR2

Rt R

(K2-2)

Ry (R

/| ﬁ3_ RR2

Rt R

wherein, in formulas (K2-1) to (K2-2),

R* is halogen, cyano, —SF, or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be
replaced by —O—, and at least one of hydrogen in
the alkyl may be replaced by halogen;

R*? is halogen, cyano, —SF; or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be
replaced by —O—, and at least one of hydrogen in
the alkyl may be replaced by halogen;

ring A is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-di-
oxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahy-
dropyran-3,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,
5-diyl or 1,4-bicyclo-(2,2,2)-octylene, and at least
one of hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by
halogen;

Y* is a single bond or —(CH,),—, and n is an integer
from 1 to 20;

7" is a single bond or alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
at least one of —CH,— in the alkylene may be
replaced by —O— —COO—, —OCO—,
—CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or —C=C—, and at
least one of hydrogen in the alkylene may be
replaced by halogen;

nkl or nk?2 is an integer from 0 to 2; and

when a plurality of R*', R*?, A*, A® Y*'| nkl or nk2

exist, the plurality may be identical or different each
other.

4. A liquid-crystal composition, comprising at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K1-1-1),
(K1-1-2), (K1-2-1), (K1-2-2), (K1-4-1), (K1-4-2), (K1-5-1)
or (K1-5-2) and at least one achiral liquid-crystal compo-
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R ®RH
\ \/\ ni2 X# X2
P o—(CHZ)nAQ— gkl AM_pR
Xk3 Xk4
Xkl XkZ
F
| 0—(CHy), ZH— A —p®2
X
®RY, R0 X X
R
\ (R0
~ N
P O—(CHz)nOZkl—Akl—sz
/
| 0—(CHy), ZH— AM—RR2
AN
RH) \(Rkl
k] )nkZ
R a1 ®RH
\/\ k2 XH X2 xH p
O_
v (CHz)nZ’“—A’fl—R’f2
Xk3 Xk4 Xk3 Xk4
Xkl XkZ Xkl XkZ
/
| O—(CHy), ZH— A —p®2
/X
R0 RNz X x# xP X
R a1
Rkl
. /(\ Jui2 X# X2
O_
>~ (CHy), ZH— A —p®2
Xk3 Xk4
Xkl XkZ
7 0—(CIy),
Zkl_ Akl_RkZ

/- \\|

R R, xP X*

(K1-1-1)

(K1-1-2)

(K1-2-1)

(K1-2-2)

90
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-continued
(K1-4-1)
R R0 xH xR
\/\ o
| OJ.I_ CHZ " Zkl_Akl_RkZ
/
X G
xH xR
7 | O—”_(CHZ)}Y‘Q?ZH_AH_RH
/ \ (@]
3 "
R g R X X
(K1-4-2)
R )up1 (R¥)
~
A O

Zkl— Akl_Rpi2

Zkl _Akl — RkZ

(K1-5-1)
R paa xl kl Rk 2
\ Rz X X2 x X
(Y
/ OJJ_(CHZ)” O O s
X3 DG it
xH Xk xH Xk
A s avast
/ \\ © i3 B i3 "
Rz Rz X X X
(K1-5-2)
r
R )ur1 R0 xH xR
~
Ll
F OJ—(CHZ)n ZH—AF—p®2
x#3 it
xH Xk

| O—”—(CHz)n ZH—AF—p®2

k3 k4
(RM), 01 R X X



US 9,458,125 B2

93

wherein, in the formulas,

R* is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl
may be replaced by halogen;

R*? is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl
may be replaced by halogen;

ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-di-
oxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahy-
dropyran-3,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl or pyridine-
2,5-diyl, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings
may be replaced by halogen;

n is an integer from 0 to 10;

R

94
7" is a single bond, alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
—CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—,
—CO0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—
or —C=C—;
5 XH, X, X* and X** are independently hydrogen or
fluorine, wherein three or more fluorine cannot exist
at the same time in X*!, X2, X** and X**,
nkl or nk?2 is an integer from 0 to 2; and
when a plurality of R*, R*2, A*, 7Z¥'| nk1 or nk2 exist,
10 the plurality may be identical or different each other.
5. A liquid-crystal composition, comprising at least one
chiral compound represented by general formula (K2-1-1),
(K2-1-2), (K2-2-1), (K2-2-2) or (K2-2-3) and at least one
achiral liquid-crystal component:

(K2-1-1)

R0
VAS
| xH Xk
A —0—(CHy,
M gkl__pk2
= | O—(CH,), xB it
/ ~ \ r
Ry (R
(K2-1-2)
RM)upt R
.
| A5
_A—o—cmy,
ZH Akl __pk2
7 | O—(CHy),
/ ~ \ r
RH), Rz
(K2-2-1)
R R,
~
X
| xH Xk xH Xk
_A—0—(CHy,
O M gkl__pk2
—(CHy), B TR "
/ | 0 (CH) X X= X X
/ ~ \ r
R

Ry
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-continued
L R¥),
5 N
k1 k2
| _A—o—cmy), X X
/ | o— (CHZ)n Xk3 Xk4
/X
R, RNy
RN R
3 N
| _A—0—(CHy,
7 | 0— (CHy,
7~ X
®RH), RNy

wherein, in formulas (K2-1-1) to (K2-2-3),
R*! is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl
may be replaced by halogen;

96

(K2-2-2)

Zkl N Akl J— RkZ

(K2-2-3)

Zkl N Akl J— RkZ

6. The liquid-crystal composition according to claim 1,
containing at least one compound represented by general
formula (1-A) is contained in the achiral liquid-crystal
component:

1-4)

Lll
! m
L12

R*? is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl
may be replaced by halogen;

ring A*' is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-di-
oxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahy-
dropyran-3,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl or pyridine-
2,5-diyl, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings
may be replaced by halogen;

n is an integer from 0 to 10;

7" is a single bond, alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
—CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—,
—CO0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—
or —C=C—;

XH, X%, X% and X** are independently hydrogen or
fluorine, wherein three or more fluorine cannot exist
at the same time in X*', X** and X**

nkl or nk?2 is an integer from 0 to 2; and when
a plurality of R, R*?, A¥!| 7*' nkl or nk2 exist, the
plurality may be identical or different each other.
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wherein, in general formula (1-A), R'! is hydrogen and
alkyl having 1 to 20 carbons, at least one —CH,— in
the alkyl may be replaced by —O—, —S—,
—COO—, —OCO— or —C=C—, but a case where
two successive —CH,— are replaced by —O— is
excluded, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl may
be replaced by halogen; ring A'', ring A'2, ring A'® and
ring A'* are independently 1,4-phenylene, 1,3-dioxane-
2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-3,
6-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl, pyridine-2,5-diyl, naphtha-
lene-2,6-diyl,  bicyclo[2,2,2]octane-1,4-diyl,  1,4-
cyclohexylene or 2,6,7-trioxabicyclo[2,2,2]octane-1,4-
diyl, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings may be
replaced by halogen; Z'', Z'2, Z**> and Z'* are inde-
pendently a single bond and alkylene having 1 to 4
carbons, at least one of —CH,— in the alkylene may
be replaced by —O—, —S—, —COO—, —OCO—,
—CF,0—, —OCF,—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—
or —C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen in the
alkylene may be replaced by halogen; L' and L'* are
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each independently hydrogen or halogen; X*! is halo- -continued
gen, —C=N, —N—C—S§, —C=C—C=N, —S8F,, (K14
—CHF,, —CF,, —CF,CH,F, —CF,CHF,, ¥R
—CF,CF,, —(CF,);—F, —CF,CHFCF,,
—CHFCF,CF;, —(CF,)—F, —(CF,)s—F, > XE—t AR —ZF - RE

—OCHF,, —OCF,;, —OCF,CH,F, —OCF,CHF,,
—OCH,CF,, —OCF,CF,, —O—(CF,),—F,
—OCF,CHFCF,, —OCHFCF,CF,, —O—(CF,),—F,
—O—(CF,)s—F, —CH—CF,, —CH—CHCF; or
—CH—CHCF,CF;; and 1 and m are independently O
or 1.

K. K___ 7K. K
nnnx —fA Z ﬁ_mK R
10

7. The liquid-crystal composition according to claim 6,
containing a compound represented by general formula
(1-A) in an amount of 50 to 100% by weight in the achiral 15
liquid-crystal component. Y&

(K15)

8. The liquid-crystal composition according to claim 6,
containing a compound represented by general formula
(1-A) in an amount of 50 to 100% by weight in the achiral
liquid-crystal component, and further containing at least one
chiral compound selected from compounds represented by
general formulas (K11) to (K15):

RK
K. K 7K K
XK—¢ AK— 7K 4—R

mnQ

Y&
25
(K11)

wherein, in formulas (K11) to (K15), R¥ is independently
hydrogen, halogen, —C=N, —N—C—0,
—N—C=—S or alkyl having 1 to 20 carbons, at least
one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be replaced by
—0—, —S—, —C00—, —0OCO—, —CH—CH—,
—CF—CF— or —C=C—, and at least one of hydro-
gen in the alkyl may be replaced by halogen;

30

35 AX is independently an aromatic 6-membered to
8-membered ring, nonaromatic 3-membered to
8-membered ring or a condensed ring having 9 to 20
carbons, at least one of hydrogen in the rings may be
replaced by halogen, alkyl or haloalkyl each having

40 1 to 3 carbons, —CH,— in the ring may be replaced
by —O—, —S— or —NH—, and —CH— may be

(K12) replaced by —N—;
ek . H/,’ 0 Y* is independently hydrogen, halogen, alkyl having 1
RE—AZP=Atp X . H 45 to 3 carbons, haloalkyl having 1 to 3 carbons, an

aromatic 6-membered to 8-membered ring, a non-
aromatic 3-membered to 8-membered ring or a con-
densed ring having 9 to 20 carbons, at least one of
hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by halogen,
50 alkyl or haloalkyl each having 1 to 3 carbons,
—CH,— may be replaced by —O—, —S— or
—NH—, and —CH— may be replaced by —N—;
(K13) 7% is independently a single bond or alkylene having
1 to 8 carbons, but at least one of —CH,— may be
55 replaced by —O—, —S—, —COO—, —OCO—,
—CSO—, —0CS—, —N—N—, —CH—N—,
—N—CH—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or
—C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen may be
replaced by halogen; X* is a single bond, —COO—,

%
'/XK+ AK_7K 3mK RK

60

—0CO—, —CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—,
—OCF,— or —CH,CH,—; and mK is an integer
from 1 to 4.

9. The liquid-crystal composition according to claim 1,

65 containing at least one compound represented by any one of

general formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16) in the achiral liquid-
crystal component:
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wherein, in formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16), R'! is hydro-
gen or alkyl having 1 to 8 carbons, X' is fluorine,
chlorine, —C=N, —CF,;, —CHF,, —OCF;,
—OCHF,, —OCH,F or —C—C—CF;, and (F) rep-
resents hydrogen or fluorine.

10. The liquid-crystal composition according to claim 9,
containing at least one compound represented by any one of
general formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16) in the achiral liquid-
crystal component, wherein a content of the compound is 50
to 100% by weight.

11. The liquid-crystal composition according to claim 9,
containing at least one compound represented by any one of
general formulas (1-A-01) to (1-A-16) in the achiral liquid-
crystal component, and further containing at least one com-
pound represented by general formulas (K11) to (K15) in
chiral component K:

(K11)

RK—ﬁZK—AK 3mK XK

(K12)

K. K__ AK K
RE—ZK—AK3—X

40
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(1-A-15)
(1-A-16)
-continued
(K13)
- (K14)
XE—¢ AK— 7K 35— RK
------XK—ﬁAK—ZKWRK
YK
(K15)

RE
XE— AF— 7K RE

mnQ
YK

wherein, in formulas (K11) to (K15), R¥ is independently
hydrogen, halogen, —C=N, —N—C—0,
—N—C=—S or alkyl having 1 to 20 carbons, at least
one of —CH,— in the alkyl may be replaced by
—0—, —S—, —C00—, —0OCO—, —CH—CH—,
—CF—CF— or —C=C—, and at least one of hydro-
gen in the alkyl may be replaced by halogen;
AX is independently an aromatic 6-membered to
8-membered ring, nonaromatic 3-membered to
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8-membered ring or a condensed ring having 9 to 20
carbons, at least one of hydrogen in the rings may be
replaced by halogen, alkyl or haloalkyl each having
1 to 3 carbons, —CH,— in the ring may be replaced
by —O—, —S— or —NH—, and —CH— may be
replaced by —N—;

Y* is independently hydrogen, halogen, alkyl having 1
to 3 carbons, haloalkyl having 1 to 3 carbons, an
aromatic 6-membered to 8-membered ring, a non-
aromatic 3-membered to 8-membered ring or a con-
densed ring having 9 to 20 carbons, at least one of
hydrogen in the rings may be replaced by halogen,
alkyl or haloalkyl each having 1 to 3 carbons,
—CH,— may be replaced by —O—, —S— or
—NH—, and —CH— may be replaced by —N—;
Z¥ is independently a single bond or alkylene having
1 to 8 carbons, but at least one of —CH,— may be
replaced by —O—, —S— —CO0O—, —OCO—,
—CSO—, —0CS—, —N—N—, —CH—N—,
—N—CH—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF— or
—C=C—, and at least one of hydrogen may be
replaced by halogen; X* is a single bond, —COO—,

—0CO0—, —CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—,
—OCF,— or —CH,CH,—; and mK is an integer
from 1 to 4.

12. The liquid-crystal composition according to claim 1,
wherein a content of the chiral compound is 0.1 to 30% by
weight.

10

20
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14. A monomer-liquid-crystal mixture, containing the
liquid-crystal composition according to claim 1 and a
polymerizable monomer.

15. The monomer-liquid-crystal mixture according to
claim 14, exhibiting a chiral nematic phase of at least 1° C.
or more in the temperature range of -20 to 70° C., wherein
a helical pitch is 700 nanometers or less at least partially in
the temperature range.

16. A polymer-liquid-crystal composite material, obtained
by polymerizing the monomer-liquid-crystal mixture
according to claim 14, and used in an element driven in the
optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase.

17. A polymer-liquid-crystal composite material, obtained
by polymerizing the monomer-liquid-crystal mixture
according to claim 14 in a non-liquid-crystal isotropic phase
or an optically isotropic liquid-crystal phase, and is used for
an element driven in the optically isotropic liquid-crystal
phase.

18. A liquid-crystal device, having an electrode arranged
on one side or both sides, a liquid-crystal composition or a
polymer-liquid-crystal composite material arranged between
substrates, and an electric field applying means for applying
an electric field to the liquid-crystal composition or the
polymer-liquid-crystal composite material through the elec-
trode, wherein the polymer-liquid-crystal composite mate-
rial is according to claim 16.

19. A chiral compound represented by general formula
(K1-5-1) or (K1-5-2):

(K1-5-1)

R Ry X* X xH X*2
| N
Xk3 Xk4 Xk3 Xk4
xH Xk xH Xk
Anan aYavasc
\ \ (@]
RM)el R)up XH XM X8 XH
(K1-5-2)
R Ry X* X*2
T
P OJ—(CHZ)n ZH—AHM—R#2
x#3 it
xH Xk
= | 0 (CHa), ZH - AH—RR
e \ e}
i3 "
R et R0 X X

13. The liquid-crystal composition according to claim 1,
exhibiting a chiral nematic phase of at least 1° C. or more in

the temperature range of 20 to 70° C., wherein a helical pitch 65

is 700 nanometers or less at least partially in the temperature
range.

wherein, in the formulas,

R*! is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 5
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl
may be replaced by halogen;
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*2 is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl
may be replaced by halogen;

ring A*! is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-di-
oxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahy-
dropyran-3,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl or pyridine-
2,5-diyl, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings
may be replaced by halogen;

n is an integer from 0 to 10;

7" is a single bond, alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
—CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—,
—CO0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—
or —C=C—;

X, X*, X* and X** are independently hydrogen or
ﬂuonne wherein three or more fluorine cannot exist
at the same time in X*!, X*2, X** and X**;

nkl or nk2 is an integer from 0 to 2; and

when a plurality of R*!, R*2, A¥!| 7*!| nkl or nk?2 exist,

the plurality may be identical or different each other.

20. A chiral compound represented by general formula
(K2-1-1), (K2-1-2), (K2-2-1) or (K2-2-3):

(K2-1-1)

R

xH Xk
0O—CHy),
ZH_ AHl__pi2
O0—CHa),
X3 it
R e R p
(K2-1-2)
Ry R)p
A
0—CH,),
ZH__ AH__pi2
O0—CHy),
Rt R
(K2-2-1)
R R0
N R
| Xt gyt xR
~#—0-Cly),
o Ry T
# N~ 0-CH),
y | X xHxB xH
R i RNy
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(K2-2-2)
R, (R
N Xt xR
A —0—CHy),
7k _ AK_Ri2
0—CHy),
" Bk
RH) e R)p
(K2-2-3)
R R0
#—0—CH,),
0—CH),

(Rkl)nkl/ (Rkl)nkZ

wherein, in formulas (K2-1-1) to (K2-2-3),
*! js hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 5

carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl
may be replaced by halogen;

%2 is hydrogen, halogen, cyano or alkyl having 1 to 20
carbons, and at least one of hydrogen in the alkyl
may be replaced by halogen;

ring A is 1,4-phenylene, 1,4-cyclohexylene, 1,3-di-
oxane-2,5-diyl, tetrahydropyran-2,5-diyl, tetrahy-
dropyran-3,5-diyl, pyrimidine-2,5-diyl or pyridine-
2,5-diyl, and at least one of hydrogen in the rings
may be replaced by halogen;

n is an integer from 0 to 10;

Z* is a single bond, alkylene having 1 to 10 carbons,
—CH,0—, —OCH,—, —CF,0—, —OCF,—,
—CO0—, —0CO—, —CH—CH—, —CF—CF—
or —C=C—;

XH, X, X* and X** are independently hydrogen or
fluorine, wherein three or more fluorine cannot exist
at the same time in X*!, X2, X** and X**,

nkl or nk?2 is an integer from O to 2; and when
a plurality of R¥!, R, A, 71 nkl or nk2 exist, the
plurality may be identical or different each other.

#* #* #* #* #*



